02 FEB 2001
Jamal udi n- Power
ENOUGH PONER SUPPLY FOR WHOLE COUNTRY, ASSURES TNB

PENANG, Feb 2 (Bernamm) -- Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) chairman Dat uk
Dr Jamal udin Jarjis today assured that the utility conpany is capabl e of
generating sufficient power supply for the whole country.

He said the TNB had drawn out various plans to boost electricity
generating capacity at its power plants nationwi de in order to neet the
expected surge in demand

This includes the "smart cooperation" between TNB and the private
sector to ensure that the power supply reserve is always at the optimm
| evel , said Janmaludin. after |aunching the Gelugor Power Pl ant
conbi ne-cycl e project here.

"At present the nation's power reserve is at the optimmlevel of
bet ween 25 and 30 per cent,"” he said.

Jamal udin said the TNB needed a nore efficient electricity managenent
in order to prevent the recurrence of power problens |ike the one which
happened in California, United States recently.

California, anong the nost bustling world econom c centres, now has
only between one to two per cent power reserve, he said.

Hence, Jamaludin said the TNB woul d boost its power supply from 200MNV
to 300MNVin the future apart fromupgrading its plants in order to ensure
unobstructed power transm ssion

On the Cel ugor power plant project, he said the TNB al |l ocated RW74
mllion to upgrade it into a basel oad comnbi ne-cycl e pl ant.

He said the plant which now used a 110MN gas turbine, would have a
110MW st eam t ur bi ne, and this woul d boost power generation and transm ssion
for Penang and the northern region of the Peninsula.

The project is due for conpletion end of next year

Meanwhi | e at anot her function, Jamaludin said the TNB will build houses
for its 25,000 workers nationw de through the conpany's "Taman TNB" schene
soon.

He said initially 3,000 of the units would be constructed nationw de
and the schene woul d be | aunched by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad in June.

"TNB workers will no |longer need to buy their houses from ot her
devel opers when this project is inplenmented,"” he said after opening the
RVB6 million TNB apartnment quarters in Sungai Ara here.

He said the nove was not a new business venture for the company but an
effort to nmeet its workers' housing needs and they coul d obtain housing
loans fromthe TNB in order to purchase such units.

Jamal udin said this should enable the TNB workers to inprove their work
performance as they would be no | onger be worried and hanpered by housi ng
pr obl ens.

He said the TNB woul d seek the assistance of the state governnents to
| ook for suitable |ocations for construction of the houses.

Jamal udin al so said the TNB would revanp its training programe to
ensure its workers were well equipped with information technol ogy skills
and know edge.

This exercise woul d enable the TNB workers to inprove their skills, be
it in the technical and managenent |evel, he added.
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