18/ 07/ 2001
Ensuring student seriousness

M Jeffri Razali

MALACCA, Tues. - The CGovernnent will draw up a proper agreement with both
university students and lecturers to ensure their seriousness in acquiring
and i nmparting know edge so as not to waste public noney, Prinme M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d.

Voi ci ng his concern about the | ack of discipline anbng university
students, Dr Mahathir said today the Governnent was serious about the
matter and prepared to take action. He said the Governnent was spendi ng
billions of ringgit on education and a | ot was wasted, especially on Ml ay
students who did not seem keen on studyi ng.

"These are the people who are wasting our time and noney. W cannot
afford to have people who are not interested in education... fooling
around and wasting our tinme and noney. The Governnent is giving due
warning that we will be very serious about the |ack of discipline in
universities and we will take action that may not popular," he said.

To overcone this, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment is studying the
possibility of entering into a proper agreenent with students to ensure
they carry out their responsibilities as students.

He said: "W want to know how nany tines they attend | ecture, what their
results are, are they doing the additional projects that are required of
t hem

"The CGovernnent is spending a | ot of noney on them for exanpl e about
RMB0, 000 a year on a nedical student.

"We expect themto nmake full use of it, otherwi se we do not see any
reason why we shoul d spend a huge sum of noney for themjust to pass
t hrough uni versity.

"There are some who say they do not want to hear about how the
Governnent is spendi ng noney on them but we are going to nake oursel ves
heard to them"

Dr Mahathir said this during the opening of the Ml aka- Mani pal Medi ca
Col | ege.

Apart from students, Dr Mahathir also issued a verbal warning to
| ecturers who were not carrying out their duties as prescribed.

He said there were lecturers who were not interested in teaching the
students but in spreading their political views.
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