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Ensure a strong Umo (HL)

Manan Gsman; Joni st on Bangkua

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Ummo menbers nust ensure the party is strengthened if
it istoremin the torch-bearer for the Mal ays, who nust also do
everything possible to chart their own destiny.

The rem nder came from Umo president and Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, who said the Mal ays nust be masters of their own destiny
as success and failure lay in their hands.

Touchi ng on how easily the Mal ays forget their roots, Dr Mahathir told
del egates to the 55th Umo general assenbly that the Mal ays have a bi gger
responsibility to fulfil.

In his winding-up speech which touched on every fibre of the Ml ay
psyche, Dr Mahathir said: "I would like to request, | want to appeal to
(Umo) nenbers to be the pioneers and torch bearers to spur the Malays to
becone a truly progressive race."

Speaki ng for one-and-a-half hours, Dr Mahathir turned orator w th punchy
lines, sometinmes hunorous, sonetines firmand defiant. It was a speech
whi ch showed the fighter in him The speech was the | ast maj or agenda on
this year's Umo assenbly.

"We can do it with hard work ... we nust have confidence that we can do
it, we have to work for it," he said, adding that "the Ml ays must becone
the masters of thensel ves".

Calling on the Malays to strive to naster knowl edge in all fields,

i ncluding information technol ogy, Dr Mahathir said the success of the
country was testinony of their achi evenent.

He wanted Umo nenbers to spearhead a serious nmove to nmaster | T so that
t he know edge gai ned can hel p propel the country further and faster to
becone a devel oped nation by 2020.

"Since we cane to power we have seen how we (the Ml ays) have progressed
inthe last 15 years ... Ml ay engineers were able to design the Proton
cars without having to go to Japan," he said.

Cting Petronas as anot her success story of the Malays, Dr Mahathir said
the national oil corporation is at par with major foreign oil conpanies
such as Esso, Shell, Mbil and BP

The Prime M nister said the world recogni sed Petronas' standi ng anong
other foreign oil corporations as evident fromits operation in 25
countries.

"There are many national oil corporations in the world, but only
Petronas was invited to operate in the 25 countries,” he said.

Stressing that hardwork woul d guarantee a bright future, he said whether
or not the Mal ays succeeded in the fields they ventured i nto depended
entirely on thensel ves and not ot hers.

"We will succeed in whatever field we choose if we are prepared to work
hard," he said.

Rem nding the Malays that there is no short cut or easy passage to
success, Dr Mahathir said the Mal ays have all the qualities and ability to
be successful, but if they are lazy they will continue to | ag behind.

The Prime M nister said the Bum puteras should not depend on the 55 per
cent quota set for themto secure places in local public institutions of
hi gher | ear ni ng.

But even with the quota, he said Bum putera students only accounted for
25 per cent of the total nunber of students in local private and public
institutions of higher |earning. What was inportant was for the Bum putera



students to study hard and obtain excellent results so that they coul d be
gi ven schol arshi ps by the governnent.

"There is nothing that could prevent Bum putera students fromgetting
places in universities if their results are good,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir told del egates to be loyal to the President of Umo, and not
to Dr Mahathir the man. In this regard, he told del egates and Umo menbers
to support whoever is picked to contest in elections.

Umo nenbers nust denonstrate their loyalty to the president and the
party by not disputing the choice of candi dates chosen for the el ection.
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