25/ 08/ 2001

Ensure Mal aysi ans are equi pped for the Digital Age

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - It is not enough to provide a child with just the
basi c necessities of food and shelter, it is also necessary to prepare
themfor the challenges of the future.

The Digital Age, with issues such as the Internet and k-econony, and the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor have begun to enpower the Ml aysi an econony and
the Mal aysi an mi nd, especially young Mal aysi ans.

But the question that needs to be asked is how do these help to empower
t he poor or deprived child.

The fear that the digital divide is w dening due to the gap between the
rich and the poor does not bode well for the child of the future.

Steps nust be taken to ensure the nation progresses evenly.

This woul d nean that those who need technol ogy the nmost woul d be the
ones to receive it. Only then would it truly enpower the child.

It is appaling to find that in the 10 years since the last Wrld Sumn t
for Children, there are still children in many parts of the world who do
not have access to basic health facilities.

Quite a few are sold or trafficked across countries, and end up in life-
t hr eat eni ng occupati ons.

Through the concerted efforts of the Governnment, corporate sector, non-
governnental organisations as well as international bodies, Ml aysia has
achi eved success in ensuring the well-being of its children.

The National Unity and Social Devel opnment M nistry, through the Second
Nati onal Plan for Action for Children 2001-2020, has initiated several
programres for children in the country.

The Wl fare Departnent, a departnent under the ninistry, has inplenmented
programres ai med at neeting the basic requirenments of children.

These i ncl ude programres on preventive, rehabilitative, protective and
devel opnental care.

The Health Mnistry, nmeanwhile, has contributed to child healthcare and
a better quality of life for many, while the Education Mnistry has, since
the 1980s, noved towards ensuring that every child has the right to an
educati on.

The Town and Country Pl anni ng Act 1976 advocates the concept of a child-
friendly environnent which are al so disabled-friendly.

These efforts will culmnate in the grand | aunch of the "Say Yes for
Children" by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on Sept 1 at
t he Sunway Convention Centre in Petaling Jaya

The event will see 5,000 children and adults gather together to pl edge
their commtnent to the well-being of children in this nation.

The "Say Yes for Children" canmpaign is a a global programe ai ned at
i nvol ving people fromall walks of life in issues that affect children's
lives.

Ten critical areas will be highlighted in the canpai gn. These are "Leave
No Child Qut", "Put Children First", "Care for Every Child", "Fight
H V/ Al DS", "Stop Harming and Exploiting Children", "Listen to Children"
"Educate Every Child", "Protect Children fromWar", "Protect the Earth for
Children" and "Fight Poverty: Invest in Children"

The nessages for the canpaign, taken fromlocal comunities and
cyberspace, will be taken to the Special Session on Children at the United
Nati ons General Assenbly next nonth.

( END)






	Ensure Malaysians are equipped for the Digital Age (NST 25/08/2001)

