04/ 05/ 2001
Envoys told to play active role in explaining policies

Zai di |sham | snai

MALAYSI AN di pl omat s nmust be aggressive and active in explaining the
Government's policies to students abroad so that the | atter woul d not be
easily influenced by the anti-government groups, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanaed said.

Cting the high nunber of Ml aysi an students abroad, Dr Mahathir said
this warrants the anbassadors and di pl omats to play an active rol e and
require close contacts with the students so that they are better inforned
of the Government's policies.

"Students are not easy to be dealt with and they are prone to be
i nfl uenced by those who cone to instigate themto becone anti-governent,"
he said after opening the Conference of Heads of Ml aysian M ssion
Overseas i n Serdang yest erday.

Mal aysi a' s hi gh comm si oners, anbassadors, charge d' affairs, consu
general s, consul s and heads of |iaison of fice who serve Mal aysi a abr oad
attended the conference

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, his deputy Datuk Dr Leo
M chael Toyad and the ministry's Secretary-General Datuk Abdul Kadir
Moharmad were al so present.

Dr Mahathir said serious attention should be given to the welfare of
students, providing the exanple of the UK where the Hi gh Comm ssi oner
pl ayed an active role.

Li kewi se, he said Mal aysia was the only country in the world which has
its own Mal aysi an Students Departnent (MSD) with | arge staff to | ook after
the welfare of its students.

"Wherever there are Mal aysi an students, our anmbassadors must be in cl ose
contact with themto explain (the Governnent's policies)," Dr Mahathir
sai d.

In conjunction with the conference, Dr Mahathir al so had a cl osed-door
di al ogue with conference del egates to iron out various issues.

"By and | arge, they have done their jobs very well in which they have
managed to expl ai n and def end our position and at the same tinme carry out
our policies.

"Each country has its own policies pertaining to say United Nations, the
Governnent's general policies and bilateral relations with other
countries,” Dr Mahathir said.

"Malaysiais a free country. Thus it can have its own policies and have
the right to support and criticise, wherever needed, as a free nation. W
are not tied to any parties,” Dr Mahathir said.

He sai d Mal aysi a recei ved t he support of devel oped nati ons even t hough
there were times when its policies differed fromthe big nations.

Meanwhi | e, Syed Hamid said the Prinme M nister was satisfied with the
rol es and duties pl ayed by the anbassadors, especially with the greater
chal I enges faced by themnow conpared with in the past.

"Anbassadors have to play an active role in explaining Mal aysia's
policies and stand in regional and i nternati onal issues to everybody,

i ncl udi ng students," Syed Hanmi d sai d.

Syed Hani d sai d anbassadors were i nformed and i nstructed to cl osely
interact with students and provide themw th | atest informati on on vari ous
i ssues.

"Through these efforts and a conti nuous approach, we can help to devel op
better understanding of our policies anong the students," he said.
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