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Mahat hi r- Equal ity
EQUALI TY POLI CY CREATES LAI D-BACK Cl Tl ZENS, SAYS DR M

PETALI NG JAYA, Aug 30 (Bernanmm) -- The governnment's policy designed to
achi eve equality among multi-racial Ml aysians has created anong them a
sense of security that caused sone to be too |aid-back, the Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad sai d.

"They did not see anything that is threatening at all.As a result, sone
peopl e seemto be too laid back and not willing to make any effort,"” he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir was responding to questions fromthe floor after delivering
a luncheon tal k organi sed by the Oxford-Canbridge Society of Ml aysia here
t oday.

He said the sense of security created by such governnent policy had
somewhat backfired and perhaps it was overdone.

"It is not really my mstake, and | thought it is a good thing, but the
response was not in the way we set it out,"” he said.

The government was correcting the mstake arising fromthe policy, he
sai d when asked to appraise the best and worst ways that the Ml aysi an
soci ety had transformed under his stewardship of the country for the | ast
20 years.

He said the best transformation was initiated by the first Prine
M nister the | ate Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra who secured i ndependence for the
country and followed it up by accessing to the free market system
i ncluding the introduction of state enterprises.

The | ate Tunku introduced pragmati smto Ml aysi an policies that greatly
benefited the country's econony, Dr Mbhathir said.

To a question whether, on stepping down, he would still guide his
successor, Dr Mahathir said: "He will have to nake his own decision and it
is about time that | keep ny mouth shut."

Dr Mahathir added he has no intention of being appointed as an advi ser
nor a senior mnister upon his successor taking over
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