16/ 10/ 2001

"Energency staff nmust be trai ned adequatel y'

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Energency nedical staff should be adequately trained
in pre-hospital care nanagenent and |ife support skills, Datuk Seri Dr
Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali said today.

The wife of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mohamad sai d such
services were inportant in ensuring patients got proper treatnment
i medi at el y on sunmoni ng hel p.

"Fol I owi ng the "CGol den Hour” principle, a patient's norbidity and
nortality can be inproved significantly if active or specific preventions
are admi nistered correctly. This is an inportant concept to instil in al
energency nedi cal staff," she sai d when opening the second | nternationa
Congr ess on Energency Medici ne here today.

According to Dr Siti Hasmah, teaching of |ife support courses such as
Basic Life Support (BLS), First Responder Life Support (FRLS), Ml aysian
Traunma Life Support (M.TS), Advanced Cardiac |life Support (ACLS) and
Paedi atri ¢ Advanced Life Support (PALS) nust be nade nandatory for al
energency nedical staff.

However, there are very few people trained in energency nedicine in the
country," she said, adding that the anbul ance nust al so be wel |l equi pped
to conpl ement par anedi cs.

Dr Siti Hasmah, in addressing the participants of the conference, also
encouraged the setting up of nore "one stop crisis centre" in hospitals to
handl e victinms of abuse and viol ence.

She al so spoke on the inportance of "injury prevention" in energency
medi ci ne and the need to network anmong hospitals in giving the best
treatnent to patients.

"At present, only Hospital Selayang and Hospital Putrajaya practice the
paper-| ess concept. Wth the concept, doctors fromvarious hospitals can
interact with one anot her without being physically present at the
respective hospitals.

The three-day congress is jointly organi sed by the Health Mnistry, the
Mal aysi an Soci ety of Traumatol ogy and Energency Medici ne (Masten) and the
Post graduate Committee for Enmergency Medi ci ne.

The congress, attended by medi cal personnel from Australia, Cyprus,
France, Hong Kong, Canada, Bangl adesh, |ndonesia, United Kingdom United
States, Singapore and Mal aysi a, ends on Wednesday.
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