06/ 08/ 2001
Equestrian scene promi ses to get bigger

Radzi Sapi ee
THE equestrian scene is literally on the nove.

After being hit by the Nipah virus scare two years ago, which restricted
the novenent of horses, and the econom c probl ens of 1997, there has been
a sudden energence national events this year which will culmnate with the
three big ones this nonth.

These are the Premier Cup final at Bukit Kiara Equestrian Resort this
weekend, the Merdeka Masters at the 3QE Cub in Kuang the follow ng
weekend and t he Sel angor Turf Cub (STC) Equestrian Chanpion at Seri
Kenmbangan at the end of the nonth.

The Seri Kenbangan event will be particularly interesting as Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad will be competing for the first tine in the carriage
endur ance cat egory.

Two weeks ago, the equestrian scene becanme abuzz when the 76-year-old
Prime M nister, who attended the TNB Equestrian International 2001 at the
Sel angor Polo and Riding Cub (SPRC), declared Ml aysi a al ready have
worl d-class riders and that he was glad with the pace of the devel opnent
of the sport.

He al so announced that Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB), a nmin sponsor for
t he Kual a Lunpur Sea Ganes, woul d hold a worl d-cl ass endurance riding
conpetition in Putrajaya

TNB chai rnman Dat uk Jamal uddin Jarjis confirned this will happen before
the end of the year, adding they were working with the Police Munted Unit
and worl d-cl ass endurance rider Datuk Awang Kamaruddi n Abdul Ghani, who
woul d engage other international top riders for the event.

A week later, a Press conference was held to launch the KL Internationa
Showj unpi ng (KLI'S), which will be the first world G and Prix event in Asia
and outside the continents of America and Europe.

The next day, Awang Kamaruddi n, who | ast nonth was ranked sixth in the
wor | d, announced a teamof 15 locals for the first Ml aysi a- Argenti ne
friendly endurance conpetition near Buenos Aires (last weekend).

He said anmong the main factors that have led to the growth was nedi a
interest, saying he kept a three-part feature on endurance ridi ng which
appeared in Timesport nore than three nonths ago and the story had
pronpted Dr Mahathir to direct himto organi se a world-cl ass endurance
event here.

Ti mesport's coverage of the National Polo tournanment at SPRC t hree weeks
ago - the first such nedia coverage of the gane in years - also
contributed to the curent climte. Later, Dr Mahathir announced
t hat anot her pol o cl ub woul d be opened soon.

The Sea Ganes next nmonth will also see the return of equestrian as a
medal sport. Equestrian was included in the Ganes only twi ce before - 1983
in Singapore and 1995 in Chiangmai - but this tinme, endurance riding is
included for the first tine ever.

But despite the rosy picture, National Equine Council secretary Malik
Jerem ah cautioned agai nst getting over-excited.

"I amafraid the current euphoria won't |ast beyond the Sea Ganes. But |
sincerely hope the scene woul d go on and grow," he said.

Mal i k al so advi sed organi sers to pace their neets as too nany, weekend
after weekend, could “kill the horses.'

"There are only so many riders and horses in the pool. Basically, we saw
the sane people at every neet because the organisers tend to concentrate



on the high-end events," he said.

Mal i kK suggested that the main events be spaced in between snaller events
whi ch should only cater to begi nners and novices. There should be no G and
Prix class in these junior neets, he said.

"That way, we can allowthe top riders to rest their horses while giving
the newcomers a chance to shine. This would increase our pool and nake the
sport's growt h nore neani ngful," he said.
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