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Er ma makes her nark

Suraya Al -Attas

VWHEN Erma Fatima decided to direct her first feature film Jim Asmara,
many pooh- poohed her effort, declaring the production a disaster even
before the canmeras started rolling.

Then the fil mwas rel eased and though it didn't nake mllions, Jim
Asmara was wel | - accept ed.

Still the sceptics didn't let up. They argued that the young actress
couldn't have possibly directed the filmand that her canmeraman husband,
Badaruddin Azmi, was really the person behind it.

Sure, she's proven herself as an actress, having tackl ed diverse roles
and bagged acting awards for several filns including Rozana... Cinta " 87
(the filmthat marked her silver screen debut and for which she was naned
best supporting actress at the Malaysian FilmFestival); Hati Bukan
Kristal (best actress at the 9th MFF); and Fem na (best actress at the
11th MFF).

But directing... surely that's a different ball gane altogether. \Well
whet her or not the lack of confidence in her ability as a director (and a
pretty good one at that) was due to the fact that she's a "nere" wonman in
a nmal e-dom nated field, is anyone's guess.

Erma, however, didn't let such negative attitude bother her. Instead,
the 33-year-old continued to produce conmendabl e work, nostly tel enmovies -
Ratu Jamu and Jangan, to nane but a few nenorabl e ones.

Three years ago, she directed her second feature, Perenpuan Ml ayu
Terakhir, and though it had its flaws, there's no question that it was one
of the better filnms produced in recent years. Indeed, the critics' voices
became sonewhat nuffl ed.

And | ast year, Erma could finally hold her head up hi gh when she
returned fromthe 7th Pyongyang Fil m Festival with the best director award
(for Perenmpuan Mel ayu Terakhir).

Recently, Erma was gi ven anot her honour when she was offered the task of
directing the first joint production between Finas (National Film
Devel opnent Cor poration) and Fil em Negara Ml aysi a.

At the filmlaunch by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad
Erma says she is excited about the RVM2 million Enmbun, which is set in the
1940s, during the Japanese Cccupati on.

"I was planning to work on another film Bulan dan Matahari, when | was
called for a neeting in Finas. They handed ne the script and asked if |
could handle it."

Needl ess to say, Erna didn't waste any tinme in saying yes, even it if
nmeant shel ving her own project for the tine being.

"Now | have to make sure that | live up to FNM and Fi nas' expectations."

Ri ght now, she's in the mddle of restructuring the script, together
with fellowdirector Aziz M Gsnan, Fatinmah Abu Bakar, Sujiah Salleh and
Enbun's writer, Rohi man Harun, whose work won t he second pl ace at the
Script-Witing Conpetition, organised by Finas and the Script-Witers
Associ ati on of Ml aysia (SWAM in 1998.

Enbun, says Erma, is essentially a |ove story that revol ves around the
seem ngly inpossible relationship between a feisty young Mal ay worman naned
Enbun and a Japanese sol di er, Koi shi.

"The idea is good but there's roomfor inprovenent in ternms of
di al ogue. "

She is scheduled to start filmng in June but Erma says she still hasn't



found t he perfect Enbun.

"It's a very interesting role. At a tinme when a worman's pl ace was
supposed to be in the kitchen, Enmbun was not your typical, denure worman of
that era.

The role of Enbun is sonething that Erna Fatima the actress would really
love to sink her teeth into but she knows her limts.

"I don't think I could carry the dual role of a director and an actress.
At least, not inafilmlike this. This is a huge responsibility for ne
and | don't want to screwit up."

Have we seen the last of Erma the actress then?

"Well, | would still love to act. The problemis producers and directors
are afraid to take ne. |'mone of the faces that “doesn't sell'

"But even if there had been offers, none was renotely interesting. I'm
not just tal king about the roles. Before | accept any role, I'd have to be
able to get into the story first. Lately, | haven't cone across any that
has grabbed ny attention."
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