23/ 10/ 2001
10-nation forumon terrori sm

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Malaysia will be in a committee of 10 Conmonweal th
countries discussing the issue of terrorismat an international forum next
nont h.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said the commttee, which
i ncl uded Australia, Bahanas and Britain, would have its first neeting in
London on Nov 19.

"I will be representing Mal aysia to discuss the issue of terrorismand
what woul d be the best way to overcone it," he said at the Parlianent
| obby t oday.

Syed Hami d, who had just returned fromthe Apec neeting in China, said
the views of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad on the need for
an international conference on terrorismwas well received by severa
countri es.

Countries like China and Russia al so agreed with Mal aysia that the
United Nations play the lead role in resolving the problemof terrorism
"They agreed with us that a country or a group of specific countries
shoul d not on their own try to resolve the issue of terrorismwithout

payi ng heed to the rest of the world," he said.

On Dr Mahathir's neeting with US President George W Bush, Syed Ham d
said there was good interaction between the | eaders and Bush said he
wi shed to enhance bil ateral ties.

He said Bush also listened to Dr Mahathir's views on terrori smand what
Islam c countries felt over the issue.

Syed Hanid al so said Wsma Putra had not received any information on
reports that a Mal aysian was anong a group of Talibans detained by the
Northern Alliance in Af ghanistan.

"l cannot say anything now as | have no information on the report.™

He al so urged the local nmedia not to rely too rmuch on information
obtai ned fromforeign news agencies as their reports were at tines
i naccurate.

Instead, he said the |l ocal nedia should conpare the information with the
reports of their (local nedia) own reporters who were in Pakistan.
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