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“Mahathir's son' |abel a heavy burden yet a privilege

Farush Khan; Ai non Mohd

FOR a nman who is in the news and subject of intense speculation in the

| ast coupl e of days, Datuk Mkhzani Mahat hir was cool and coll ected when
the New Sunday Ti nes caught up with himfor an intervi ew yesterday.

Quite the regular guy, albeit one who has just sold his entire corporate
interests, he was in a grey T-shirt and bl ack jeans, and was at ease
t hroughout the hour-1long session at his honme in Bangsar.

Hs wife Masti sa Mohaned, 31, and their son Mahathir, one-and-a-half
years, stayed by his side throughout the interview.

Their two daughters, Marisa Hasnmah, four-and-a-half, and Masira Yasmn,

t hree-and- a-hal f, were asl eep

The children had just returned fromwel com ng honme their grandfather -
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad - who touched down yesterday
morning froma working visit to Dubai.

"I woul d have gone to see ny father as well but | had to wait for you!"
Mokhzani says.

He answered all questions without hesitation, fromhis childhood days in
Al or Star where he was born, to his business ventures and politi cal
i nvol verrent .

Mokhzani, 40, has lived all his |ife as "Mahathir's son", a | abel which
he says is a heavy burden yet a privil ege.

He has carved out a role for hinmself in the business world but admts
that in the public's eye, it's near inpossible to escape his father's
shadow.

The nove to sell his corporate stake - 12.6 per cent in Tongkah Hol di ngs
Bhd and 32.9 per cent in Pantai Hol dings Bhd - to quash runoburs once and
for all, says as nuch.

Wil e he carries “Mahathir' as part of his nane, Modkhzani says he is
real ly a guy-next-door, although he has occasionally come across as al oof,
per haps as a def ence nechani smagai nst opportuni sts.

Among his six brothers and sisters, he is the only one who has joi ned
active politics - he is Umo Youth's assistant treasurer.
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