16 MAR 2001
Cuepacs- Squatters
EVEN GOVT COFFI CERS LI VI NG I N SQUATTER AREAS - CUEPACS

SUNGAI PETANI, March 16 (Bernamm) -- Cuepacs is shocked to |earn that
civil servants living in squatter settlenments in the Klang Valley include
even those in the managenent and prof essional group

The civil service unbrella union canme to know of this fromits ongoing
house ownershi p survey anmong government enpl oyees, its president N. Siva
Subr amani am sai d t oday.

He said the union knew all this while that many | ower-ranking
gover nment enpl oyees stayed in squatter areas as they could not afford to
rent or own houses in areas such as the Kl ang Vall ey.

But it was sad to find out that even higher-ranking civil servants were
forced to live in such places, he told reporters after attending a sem nar
on worren devel opnent organi sed by the National Union of Teaching
Pr of essi on.

"We want all civil servants throughout the country to own a confortable
house. At this stage, we are working closely with the Sel angor government
and Kual a Lunpur Gty Hall to take civil servants out of squatter areas,"”
he said.

Si va Subranmani am said he nmet Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad on the
matter two days ago and the prine mnister agreed to give serious attention
toit.

On the house ownership survey, the Cuepacs chief said it was being
carried out throughout the country to determ ne the nunber of civil
servants who did not own a house

Upon conpl etion of the survey at the end of next nonth, Cuepacs would
submt proposals to the federal and state governnents, he said.

One proposal, he said, was for civil servants to be allowed to apply
for governnment housing | oan i medi ately upon appoi ntnment to a pernmanent
position, instead of having to wait for three years to be confirned in the
post .
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