25/ 04/ 2001

Exerci se caution when asking for clarifications, MPs told

DEPUTY Speaker Datuk Mihamad Abdul | ah had to repeatedly advise MPs from
the Governnment and Opposition to exercise caution when asking for
clarifications to avoid a conmotion in the House

Series of argunents took place when Qpposition | eader Datuk Fadzil Noor
said that the Eighth Malaysia Plan tabled by the Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad on Monday was i ndah khabar dari rupa (nmade to | ook
better than what it actually was).

Fadzi| said what was of inportance was not the allocation, but its
i mpl enment ati on which should be transparent, ethical and responsible.

At this juncture Datuk Dr Hassan Mohd Ali (Pas-Parit Buntar) stood up
and asked for clarification.

"I's there transparency if the declaration of assets by the Governnent is
only made in front of Dr Mahathir and not to the people at |arge?”

Hassan was quoting a report which he had got fromthe Internet.

This pronpted Datuk Jamal uddin Jarjis (BN-Ronpin) and Parlianentary
secretary in the Prine Mnister's Departnent Datuk Noh Orar to stand up
and chal | enge Hassan, saying that such reports could not be used in
Parliament as it was simlar to surat |ayang (poison pen letters).

"You can't bring such unsubstantiated information into the House," said
Jamal uddi n.

Hassan said he was asking for clarification fromFadzil, not Jamal uddin
or Noh.

Jamal uddi n and Noh then raised a point of order to stop Hassan from
using the Internet report and this caused an exchange of words anobng them
Hassan further said that he only wanted to clarify a point on how rich

t he Cabinet M nisters were.

Jamal uddin said it was not rel evant as what was bei ng debated was the
Ei ght h Mal aysi a Pl an.

( END)
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