02/ 02/ 2001

Ext ensi on of Mal aysia Plan period being | ooked into

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today said the
Governnent is looking into the possibility of extending the Ml aysia Plan
period fromthe current five years to 10 years.

The Prime M nister said this was because the inplementati on of sone
devel opnent projects under one Plan tended to "cross over to another
Pl an".

Speaking to reporters after declaring Putrajaya a Federal Territory at
Dat aran Perdana here, Dr Mahathir said this was the sane for the nationa
Budget .

"However, the study on the extension will only involve the Ml aysia
Pl an."

Dr Mahathir al so said he would nmonitor the performance of all ministries
to ensure their annual allocations were spent in the sane year.

"Sometinmes, there are mnistries which ask for allocations but their
projects are not inplenented i mediately.

"They have to acquire land (first), and surely this exercise will take
sonme six months while construction requires another three years.

"Therefore, they are not able to spend the noney in the sane year," he
sai d.

As such, he advised mnistries to plan their projects accordingly to
ensure efficient inplenentation.

Fi nance M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n had | ast year warned ministries to
spend their allocations efficiently after noting that |arge funds were not
utilised despite having been given approvals.

Asked what was next after Putrajaya, Dr Mahathir said the Governnent did
not think in terns of big projects.

"Today, our concentration is on agriculture. W have to i nprove food
producti on and manufacturing to reduce inport as well as to (increase)
export.

"So, we are focusing on agriculture.”

( END)
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