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Extrem st plot reveal ed (HL)

Sar ban Si ngh; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad today reveal ed pl ans
by a network of extrem sts who were bent on establishing Islanic
governnents in Ml aysia, |Indonesia and the Philippines.

The Prime Mnister said this group of peopl e have established a | eague
wi th connections in these countries to create a union of Islamc nations.

"These are sonme of the people who had gone to Afghanistan and all that.
They have formed a | eague that spans Mal aysia, |Indonesia and the
Phi |l i ppi nes. They have this idea of creating a so-called Islanmc country
which is a union of all these three," he said in obvious reference to
Kurmpul an M litan Ml aysia (Ml aysian MIlitant G oup).

Early last nonth, police arrested 10 peopl e under the Internal Security
Act for alleged involvenment in KMMactivities prejudicial to nationa
security.

A Mal aysi an, Taufi k Abdul Halim 26, who was detained in Indonesia in
connection with bonb blasts at two Jakarta churches and a shoppi ng
conpl ex, is al so suspected by the Mal aysian authorities of being a KWV
nmemnber .

Dr Mahathir said the Mal aysi an Gover nnent knew of the connections
bet ween the groups in Ml aysia and their connections in |Indonesia and the

Phi | i ppi nes.
"W know that they have connections in the Philippines and | ndonesi a.
They have big anbitions but they can't really doit...it is not

realistic," he said. He was speaking to reporters after opening the
i naugural Mal ay Education Congress at the Putra World Trade Centre.

The two-day congress is organi sed by the Peninsul ar Ml aysi a Mal ay
Teachers Union and a body calling itself the Goup of Concerned Ml ays.

Dr Mahathir said there was a group of 300 students in universities who
no | onger felt they were Ml ays but Mislins.

"They enter universities as Malays but they think they are Mislinms whose
roleis limted to hitting out at the governnent.

"When we talk to them about Muslim brotherhood or other obligations in
I slam they do not understand,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said this group has al so published a book in which he was
referred to as a kafir (infidel).

"They call me kafir, firaun (Pharaoh), Dajal (anti-Christ) and anjing
(dog). So when other students read that a governnment is |ed by a Dajal,
obvi ously they woul d oppose,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said sonme of these people had beconme so worked up that they
have established extrem sts groups. They were even willing to take up arns
to bring down the Governnent.

Dr Mahathir said this group was not bothered if they were succesful or
ot herwi se as they were fanati cs.

He said outsiders had al so instigated students by saying that the
Governnent was kafir as it had failed to i npl enent the hudud (lslamc
| aws) .

Asked how serious the problemwas, Dr Mahathir said it was very serious
as these people were bent on overthrow ng the denocratically-elected
Gover nnent t hrough vi ol ence

"It is serious but unfortunately we are not in a position to revea
everything yet. It stens fromthis idea that Malaysia is not a Muslim
country and it is run by a kafir," he said.



Dr Mahat hir sai d whenever a government in an Islamc nation progressed,
attenpts woul d be nade to assassinate its | eaders as they were deened
unl sl am c

Asked how woul d the Governnent tackle all these problenms, Dr Mahathir in
jest said the authorities needed support fromthe Press.

He said the Press should not be like the National Human Ri ghts
Conmi ssi on whi ch woul d termany action agai nst such groups as unfair

In his speech, Dr Mahathir said national schools were today simlar to
Islami c religious schools in ternms of philosophy and practicality.

"If sonmeone in a school says that sonething needs to be done in the nane
of Islam no one will question himalthough the directive did not come
fromthe mnistry or the head master

"I'n sone schools, the foothallers are told to wear |ong pants as wearing
shorts is unlslanmic," he said.

He said there were many nore exanpl es where ot her aspects of |slamwere
forced upon pupils.

"What is more unfortunate is the fact that the performance in these
school s has not inproved," he said.

Asked about Cuepacs' decision not to accept a proposal by the Governnent
requiring civil servants to sign an agreenent that they would serve
loyally, Dr Mahathir said he was willing to discuss the matter with the
uni on.
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