22 FEB 2001
PAS- Uni ty
FADZI L WELCOVES MAHATHI R S STATEMENT ON UNI TY TALKS

KOTA BAHARU, Feb 22 (Bernama) -- PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor today
wel coned Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s statenent that Umo is studying
the conditions inposed by PAS relating to the proposed discussions on Ml ay
unity between the two parties.

He said following the statement by Dr Mahathir yesterday, it was
appropriate that the technical conmttees of the two parties neet
i medi ately to nake a deci sion on the conditions.

"They (Umo) invite us (to the discussions on Malay unity), therefore
we can inpose conditions. W did not even call it conditions, only as
requests for themto consider," he told reporters here.

The di scussions were to have taken place |ast Monday as announced by Dr
Mahat hir, the Prime Mnister and Umo president.

But on Sunday, Fadzil called for a postponenent sayi ng PAS had yet to
recei ve feedback on a conduci ve atnosphere for the nmeeting and that severa
technical matters had yet to be ironed out.

Fadzil, who is the Qpposition Leader, welcomed Umo's willingness to
remain commtted to the nmeeting with PAS as this would hel p avoid any |ong
delay in holding the discussions follow ng the new requests by PAS

He said whether the neeting could be held early or not depended on the
deci sion reached by the technical committees of the two parties.

"This matter (PAS requests) is very sinple for them (Umo)...are they
agreeable or not, that's all. The decision lies with Umo," he said.

Asked on the possibility of Umo raising the issue of PAs nenbers
al l egedly | abelling Umo nenbers infidels in "exchange" for neeting PAS
requests, Fadzil said Umo could bring this up at the neeting of the
techni cal committees.

"I'f Umo wants to raise the infidel labelling issue, they may do so at
that (technical commttee) neeting. If they do so, we can give an
expl anation," he said.

Meanwhi | e, PAS secretary-general Nasharudin Mat |sa said PAS was not
i nvol ved in the decision to hold the discussions on Malay unity |ast Monday
and that it was Umo which unilaterally decided on the date.

Nashar udi n, who heads the PAS Technical Committee, said PAS was stil
waiting for Umo to call for a new neeting of the two technical conmittees.
"So far there has be no response at all from Umo, so we don't have
anyt hi ng. There has been no invitation since the second neeting (of the

technical committees)," he said.

He said Umo should not cone out with its own conditions because Umo
was the one that invited PAS to the discussions on Malay unity.
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