28/ 10/ 2001

Fadzil wants to do it in House with TV coverage

ALOR STAR, Sat. - Pas will submt a menorandumdetailing the party's
definition of an Islamc state to the Prime Mnister only if it is given
the opportunity to explain it in Parlianment, with the session aired live
on television.

Pas president Datuk Fadzil Noor said it was futile for Pas to submt the
menor andum whi ch the party was preparing if the nedia "mani pul ates" its
contents.

"We will submit our nenorandumon an Islanmic state to Dr Mahathir but
want to ask himto allow us to present it on television

"This is because he said that Pas nust come up with this nmenorandumto
| et the rakyat know.

"W want a mininumof three hours (air tinme) - if he cannot give us
that, then there is no need for us to send the nmenorandum "

Pas has been under pressure fromthe Bari san Nasi onal Government to cone
out with a clearly witten concept on its proposed Islamc state.

Its | eaders have said that a conmittee has been set up for this purpose,
and Fadzil's statenment appears to be the first condition the party is
setting in this regard

Fadzil said this in a ceramah | ast night at the Pas-run religious
school , Miuassasah Darul U um at Pokok Sena, near here.

The ceramah was hel d after special prayers (senbahyang hajat) for the
victins of the US-1ed bonbi ngs of Afghani stan.

Fadzil said that apart fromairing its nmenorandumlive, a forum shoul d
al so be held on TV, whereby reporters can field questions on the nmatter.

Fadzi|l had previously been reported to have said that a Pas nenorandum
on its definition of an Islamc state will be submtted to the Prine
M ni ster by year end.
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