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FAl R REPRESENTATI ON OF RACES | N GOVT TO BE ENSURED, SAYS PM

JOHOR BAHARU, May 19 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said today the government will try to ensure that all races in the
country are represented in the government as well as the private sector

"W are a little bit worried because in the governnment service there
are not many non- Mal ays...not enough Chi nese, not enough Indians. Nornally,
we will have one Indian as secretary-general (in a mnistry) but nowit is
difficult to get the person...not many are joining and if they join al so
they do not stay the whole course (up to retirenent),"” he said.

He said only in the country's diplomatic corps could a fair
representation be found while Malaysia's arnmed forces and the police were
not equally represented by all races.

"But this should not only be in the governnent...in the private sector
al so we shoul d see conpani es and corporations being represented by al
races so that way, we are bal anced,” he told reporters after opening the
M C s 55th annual general assenbly here.

The assenbly is attended by sone 1,500 del egates and 500 observers from
t hr oughout the country.

The prime mnister said the mentality of Mal aysi ans now was for Ml ays
to join the governnent service and the non-Mal ays to join the private
sector.

Dr Mahathir also said it was equally worrisone to see the Ml ays
relying too nuch on the Bumi putera quota especially in government
uni versities.

"They are not qualifying thenselves sufficiently to qualify into
private universities. O course, the private university fees are higher and
the governnment is quite willing to subsidise themif they want to go into
private universities but they nmust have the necessary qualifications,” he
sai d.

Asked on the request by the MC for a separate quota for Indian
students, he said the MC had always felt that it was not given proper
allocation in universities under the non-Bum putera quot a.

"So this year, under the Ei ghth Ml aysia Plan and the country's Third
Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP3), we have nmade special allocation for the
I ndi ans from anong t he non-Bum putera quota so they can have fair share,”
he said.

To anot her question on how t he governnent intends to increase the
econom ¢ equity of Indians in the country to 3 per cent fromthe current
1.5 per cent as announced in the OPP3, he said the nechanisns had not been
deci ded yet.

On reasons why the Ml aysian Chi nese are not joining the government
service, he said the cormmunity feels that doing business was a nore
[ ucrative occupation.

"If they join the governnment service, their prospects are limted...but
it islimted for everyone else. But for the Chinese, they see nore
opportunities outside the government service...they prefer not to join the
government service and even if they join, halfway through they resign in
order to go into the private sector," he said.

He said increasing wages of government servants was not the answer to
t he probl em

"I was in the governnent before and | left the government to set up ny
own private practice because the pay was not good enough. But if the



government increases its pay for government servants, | can always increase

nmy charge...l will always be ahead as a private doctor. You can't stop
that," he added.
- - BERNAMA

SR DC RM



	FAIR REPRESENTATION OF RACES IN GOVT TO BE ENSURED, SAYS PM (Bernama 19/05/2001)

