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Farm sector to remain rel evant
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TENOM Sun. - The agricultural sector will remain relevant despite the
Governnent's focus on information technol ogy, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

He said the Governnent's aggressive efforts to develop IT did not nean
that the agricultural sector had been forgotten.

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at the opening of the Sabah Agriculture Park in
Lagud Sebrang, here.

"W may have all the know edge on IT, but if we do not have food to eat
we will have problens," he said, adding that the contribution of the
agricultural sector to the country's econom c growth was cruci al

Dr Mahathir said agriculture was al so being diversified to ensure
optimumutilisation of land suitable for agricultural devel oprent.

Speaking at a Press conference at the Kota Ki nabal u i nternati onal
airport before | eaving for Kuala Lunpur, Dr Mahathir said the park was one
of the best he had seen in the world.

Unfortunately, he said, Ml aysians, particularly the nmedia, had not
given nmuch attention to it

The Prime M nister said the Mal aysi an Press had never published anythi ng
about the park, so much so that he did not know that it existed.

The 200ha park desi gnates 56ha for a recreational |ake, a plant nuseum
and an ani mal sanctuary, anobng others, and the renaining 144ha for
agricultural exposition, experinmental nurseries and forestry projects.

In Kota Kinabalu, Dr Mahathir, in his speech at the foundation |aying
cerenmony for the Federal administrative conplex at Likas Bay, said close
ties between the Federal and State Governnents had brought about co-
operation that woul d ensure continued devel opnent in the States.

He said co-operation was difficult to achieve between the Federa
Governnent and an Qpposition-led State Governnent because assi stance given
to that State was often politicised

"The Federal Covernnent always tries to be considerate and fair to al
States but don't politicise this (assistance)."

He said the decision to build the conplex was a synbol of that close co-
operation between the Federal and State Governnents that gave across-the-
board benefits.

Dr Mahathir said that too often when assi stance was given to an
Qpposition-led State, the ruling Governnent would regard it as its right.

"They say that although they are not fromthe sane (political) party
they are not denied their right. Wien this is politicised, the Federal
Governnent feels a little reluctant to nake contributions to the State
concer ned.

"When the State is |led by a BN Governnent, assistance is not
politicised," he said.

Referring to Sabah during its Opposition-led days, he said federa
officers who visited the State felt unwel cone and this gave rise to poor
rel ati ons between the Federal and State Governnments as well as their
| eaders.

Dr Mahathir said the Federal Government therefore could not contribute
much towards the devel opnent of Sabah.

He said he felt thankful that things had changed.

Wth the close relations, allocations for Sabah have been i ncreasi ng and
prom ses made have been fulfill ed.



Citing the setting up of Universiti Ml aysia Sabah (UMS) as an exanpl e,
Dr Mahathir said such rel ati ons brought about rapid devel opnent for the
St at e.
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