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Fasci nati ng Putrajaya Wetl ands
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VE will let youinonalittle secret. The bouquet presented to Datuk Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali at Friday's |aunching of the nman-made Putraj aya
Wet | ands was home- gr own.

Dr Siti Hasmah had acconpanied Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, who officially | aunched Putrajaya Wetl ands - Malaysia's first
constructed wetlands and the largest of its kind in the region.

Prior to the event, Putrajaya Corporation officials were mulling over
presenting a unique and extra neaningful gift to the Prime Mnister's
wife.

They wanted to give her sonething unusual and, preferably, fromthe
wet | and surroundi ngs.

Then sonmeone hit upon the idea of using dried flowers and | eaves from
the wetl ands for a bouquet.

That striking detail was reveal ed by Putrajaya Corporation president Tan
Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin hinself, who finds that he is continually being
surprised by the hidden "wealth" of the Putrajaya Wetl ands.

"W pl easantly discovered that the wetlands can al so be a source of
material s for decorative purposes," says Azizan.

That, in addition to a whol e host of other functions.

The wetl and environnent in Mal aysia's newest township conprises Taman
Wet | ands (138 hectares) and the wetland areas (197ha). It is characterised
by both terrestrial and aquatic systens.

The Putrajaya Wetl ands were created for a special reason - to inprove
the not-so-clean upstreaminflowinto the seven-kil onmetre man-nmade
Putraj aya Lake (600ha), described as the centrepi ece of Mal aysia's new
adm ni strative capital

Studi es of the Putrajaya catchment - covering parts of the Ml aysian
Agricul tural Research Devel opnent Institute, Universiti Putra Ml aysi a,
Pal m Garden Golf and Resort and | and bel ongi ng to Ladang West Country -
reveal ed el enents which can have an adverse inpact on the Putrajaya Lake
water quality.

I nstead of the usual wastewater treatnment system the buil ders of
Putrajaya wanted to use wetl ands specifically built for the purpose to
renove pollutants and to cl eanse nost of the catchment runoff before it
enters Putraj aya Lake.

Wet | ands have been described as "the kidneys of the planet"” because of
their role in cleansing the waters that pass through them of sedinents,
chem cal s and ot her pollutants.

In many countries, natural or artificial wetlands are being used to
treat sewage water, as, for exanple, the Salt Lakes Swanp in Cal cutta.

A constructed wetland is really a water treatnment facility.
Duplicating the processes occurring in natural wetlands, constructed
wet | ands are conpl ex, integrated systens in which water, plants, aninals,
m cro-organi sns and sun, soil and air interact to inmprove water quality.
If properly built, maintained and operated, artificial wetlands can

ef fectively renove many pol |l utants.

Taman Wetlands is really the gateway to the Putrajaya Wtl ands.

At Taman Wetl ands, you will find the Visitor Information Centre, the
Look-Qut Tower, the Nature Interpretation Centre, the Wetland Cafe, a
souvenir shop, the Flam ngo Pond, an adnministrative office, a |aboratory
and a nursery-cum mai nt enance yard.



And the president of Putrajaya Corporation is not the only one who is
delighting in the wonders of Putrajaya Wtl ands.

Since the opening of the wetlands to the public over a year ago, nore
t han 100, 000 peopl e have visited the area.

They i nclude groups fromschools and institutes of higher |earning,
tourists, both | ocal and foreign.

But the majority of visitors conprise people fromall wal ks of Iife and
fromall over the country "which is what we are aimng at", says Azizan.

"People are sinply anazed with what the wetlands have got to offer,"” he
adds.

Here is a place where visitors could have a satisfying day of outing,
| earn and experience the interesting aspects of nature, soak in the
refreshing and i nvigorating anmbi ence and observe the panoram c vi ew of
Putrajaya and its environs fromthe Look-Qut Tower at Taman Wetl ands.

As the rising number of visits indicates, the benefits of the Putrajaya
Wet | ands go beyond getting rid of nutrients such as phosphorus, nitrates
and suspended sol i ds.

Says Azi zan: "Anobng other things, the wetlands can be a potenti al
tourist attraction

"I f people are to understand and to | ove nature, they should be exposed
toit and the wetlands in Putrajaya provide a wonderful avenue for doing
that."

The Putrajaya Wetlands are the first and, for the nonent, the only park
in the township open to its resident and the public.

"The wetlands are a park of a different kind," says Putrajaya
Cor poration director of city planning Jebasi ngam | ssace John.

"They are an ecol ogical entity, set in an urban setting, where people
can turn to nature for inspiration, enjoynent and education."

It is significant that the | aunching of Putrajaya Wtl ands coi nci ded
with World Wetl ands Day which falls on Feb 2 of each year

"Launchi ng the wetl ands on World Wetl ands Day underscores the
contribution made by Putrajaya and the nation to conserve nature and, in
particular this depleting natural resource which is under threat of
extinction the world over," says Azizan.

"The Putrajaya Wetl ands represent our conm tnent towards enhanci ng
publ i c awareness of the inportance of protecting the natural environnent
and giving it a proper place in urban devel opnent."

After having been depicted for centuries as places full of sliny
creatures, harbouring di seases and exhal i ng pestilence, wetlands are now
attaining such a positive reputation that they have got their own day in
the cal endar to celebrate their existence.

On Feb 2, in 1971, in the lranian city of Ramsar, a handful of countries
signed an international treaty, the Convention on Wetlands, with the
pur pose of pronoting the conservation and sustai nabl e use of these
habi t at s.

Today, 123 countries have signed the treaty and nmany ot hers are poi sed
to join soon. Mal aysia becane a contracting party to the convention in
1994.

Wirld Wetl ands Day was first celebrated in 1997 and made an encour agi ng
start.

Each year, governnment agencies, non-governnental organi sations and
groups of citizens at all levels of the community have taken advant age of
the opportunity to undertake actions ained at raising public awareness of
wet | and val ues and benefits in general and the Ransar Convention in
particul ar.

Wet | and ecol ogi sts, hydrol ogi sts and conservationi sts, especially
wat erbird |l overs and hunters have all contributed to creating an awareness



of the many val ues wetl ands offer.

Wet | ands benefit people and the environnment, both | ocally and gl obally.
Sci enti sts now recogni se that wetl ands are anong the nost productive
ecosystens. They are "biol ogi cal supermarkets" because of the extensive

food webs and rich diversity of plants and ani mal s they harbour.

In many wetl ands, hunting constitutes an inportant econom c activity. In
others, agricultural production, in particular rice, and fisheries
constitute the main source of nourishment and i ncone for |arge nunbers of
peopl e in many countri es.

Wet | ands can al so act as "nature's civil engineers” by providing an
effective systemof flood control which prevents rain water fromrushing
too quickly and too savagely downstream and by protecting coastal areas
fromerosion and devastati on by sea storns.

Interestingly, Wrld Wetlands Day 2001 happened to be the 30th
anni versary of the signing of the convention and marked 30 years of work
and progress by the Convention on Wt ands.

This year's theme of Wetland world - A world to discover! fits in very
well with the educational objectives assigned to Putrajaya Wetl ands.

Asi de from educating the public on the nmyriad uses of wetlands, the
experience gained fromwetland constructi on and nanagenent forns a good
basis for scientific research on this type of ecosystem

The Putrajaya Wetl ands provide specialists with anple opportunities to
carry out research into yet-to-be understood processes specific to this
type of purpose-built system

At the sane tine, Putrajaya Corporation is keen to share the know edge
which it has gathered on artificial wetland constructi on and nmanagenent
with other countries in the tropics or simlar climatic conditions.

"Wt are collecting data on water quality, plants, aquatic |ife, anobng
ot her things. Qur experience can contribute to the creation of wetl ands
all over the world. Indirectly, we will be putting Putrajaya Wtl ands on
the world map," says Azi zan

The buil ding of Putrajaya Wetlands is an achi evenent worthy of great
pr ai se.

"I think the naki ng of Putrajaya Wetlands is renmarkabl e because it was
done in record tine and with a lot of care and conmitnent by the people
involved in the project,"” says Dr Sundari Ranmakrishna, director of
Wetl ands I nternational - Ml aysia Programe, the non-government al
organi sati on which played an advisory role in the design, inplenentation
and mai nt enance of Phase One of the Putrajaya Wetlands project.

"The wetl ands are well designed and constructed. They are well
| andscaped and the plants were specifically chosen fromlocal areas, they
are not exotic invasive species.”

Certainly, proper operation and mai ntenance is crucial to the wetl ands
future well-being, a concern Putrajaya Corporation takes seriously.

"W have put in place a high standard of nai ntenance and nmanagenent
practice for the wetlands," says Azizan.

Future pl ans include devel opi ng Phase Two of Taman Wetl ands and peopl e
can expect a horse-riding zone, nursery and administrative and research
centre at the park.

To further pronote the wetlands, Putrajaya Corporation will organise a
yearly Putrajaya Wetl ands di scovery hunt, canpi ng and or gani sed outi ngs,
anong ot her activities.

The commi t nent di spl ayed by Putrajaya Corporation is a happy augury for
wet | ands conservation in the country and for the biodiversity wealth they
nurture.
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