30 MAR 2001
Fauzi - Letter
FAUZI HANDS OVER RESI GNATI ON LETTER

KUANTAN, March 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Fauzi Abdul Rahman has formally
resi gned as Pahang state assenbl yman for Beserah as from today.

H s special secretary Noor Ferizli Nordin handed over the resignation
letter to the political secretary to Pahang Menteri Besar Sanmsuddi n Nawawi
at Fauzi's residence in Bandar |ndera Mahkota here at about 3pm today.

The letter, addressed to Pahang Umo |iaison committee chief Datuk Seri
Adnan Yaakob, expressed Fauzi's desire to vacate the Beserah seat which he
won in the 1999 general election.

Fauzi, 55, said yesterday he decided to give up the seat as the
majority of the Umo branches in Beserah did not nominate himto defend the
post of the Kuantan division chief in next nmonth's Umo el ections.

So far he had only nine nom nations conpared to 29 secured by division
vi ce head Datuk Fai sal Abdull ah and 20 by the deputy diviison chief Datuk
Wan Adnan Van Manat .

Sources said that of the nine branches that nom nated him six were
from Beserah nanmely Sungai U ar, Batu Hitam Sungai Karang Darat, Sunga
Karang Pantai, Galing Besar and Beserah Sel atan Baru.

There are 20 Umo branches in the Beserah area.

Fifty-eight of the 65 Umo branches in Kuantan division had held their
general neetings.

VWen reporters met himat his residence, Fauzi said he resigned not
because of failure to secure enough nom nations to defend the post of
di vi si on chi ef but because he saw no point in remaining an assenbl yman when
his own constituency did not want himto continue | eading the Kuantan
di vi si on.

Asked about Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s advi ce that
Umo nenbers failing to secure sufficient nom nations to accept such
reality, Fauzi said he agreed with the Umo president's statenent.

"I agree with the PMthat those not getting enough nom nations shoul d
not cause problens to the party. | amnot creating problens to the party. |
amquitting, this is not the party's problem the party can pick soneone
better,” said Fauzi who was already at the hel mof the Kuantan division at
the age of 26 in 1973 as vice division chief.

Asked about the presence of several PAS nmenbers, including the
assenbl yman for Jengka Datuk Tuan |brahi m Tuan Man at his residence, Fauz
said all sorts of visitors, including apolitical ones, called on himthere
to hear from himpersonally.

Pahang State El ection Oficer Mihanmad Safian Ismail, when contacted by
Bernama, said Beserah still has an assenbl yman as the El ecti on Conmi ssion
has not received any official report yet of the seat being vacant.

The | aw says any el ected representative intending to vacate his seat
must submt his resignation letter to the State Legislative Assenbly
Speaker who will then formally informthe State El ection Ofice of the
vacancy within three days and a by-el ection shall be held within 60 days.

Muhanmad Safian said he would informthe El ection Conm ssion's
headquarters in Kuala Lunmpur within 24 hours of receiving a report fromthe
Speaker .

According to the Novenber 2000 electoral roll Beserah has 23,790
regi stered voters.

In the last general election, Fauzi defeated his PAS chal |l enger Mohaned
Yusof Ibrahimwith a majority of 985 votes.
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