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Fear of extinction nay well be the driving force for Ml ay survival

Abdul Razak Ahrad
UWNO does not want the Malays to forget their painful history, as the very
survival of the race now depends on it.

As party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad asked when concl udi ng
his speech at the party's 54th General Assenbly, "Come on Mal ays, have you
forgotten?”

To ensure that the Malays do not forget, his rem nder perneated the
Assenbly. Posters depicting the sufferings of oppressed Mislins greet
visitors to the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, serving as grimrem nders on the
fate which could befall the Ml ays.

One showed a Bosnian fanm |y huddl ed together and in tears, with their
bonbed apartnment building in the background.

Anot her depicted a fani shed group of starving children in some forgotten
corner of Sub-Saharan Africa.

Strategically-1ocated al ong major corridors and wal kways, nany visitors
and del egat es, anbushed by t he depressi ng depictions were caught unawar es.

Sonme chose to ignore the gory pictures. O hers were unconfortabl e being
confronted with posters depicting fanmi ne while carrying bagfuls of kain
songket which they had just haggled nercilessly for at the custonary
bazaar that acconpani es each Assenbly.

But apart fromparty del egates, has Dr Mahathir's rem nder been enbraced
by the Mal ays outside the hallowed halls of the PWIC? Are the Ml ays
really afraid and fearful, that if they don't buck up their race will cone
to a gl oonmy end?

A runni ng experinent can be seen in a Wrks Departnment signboard erected
at the construction site for a fire station in Tanan Sri Hartanmas, an
upscal e nei ghbour hood on the fringes of Kuala Lunpur.

The signboard, announcing the details of the project, was al so pasted
with a Bari san Nasional signboard proclaimnmng that the project was anot her
BN achi everent .

A group of friends travelling together for dinner parked their car by
that signboard, and one of them a professional Malay in his |ate 20s
frowned in disapproval at the signage. "Has the Governnent become so
desperate for support that it has to publicly claimcredit for every
m nut e acconpl i shnment ?"

Qur young professional would think otherwise if he actually lived in the
area and his house caught fire, but it nust be noted that the anger which
he expressed is not unique.

It represents the oft-discussed "groundswell of anger" which the
Opposi tion successfully exploited during the |ast general el ection.

As Umo Youth chi ef Datuk H shammuddi n Hussein put it, "How do we
explain that the KLCC and Putrajaya are nodern synbols of Islamc
civilisation which are equal in stature to the Otoman |Islanic
civilisations of yore?"

Well, forget KLCC and Putrajaya if Ml ays, such as our young
professional in Taman Sri Hartanmas and many ot hers |ike himcannot even
grasp the significance of the nei ghbourhood fire-station.

Consi der how conmon it has now becone for Ml ays to view synbol s of
"national pride" such as the Petronas Twin Towers and the Kual a Lunpur
International Airport, and the first thing that comes to mnd are the so-
call ed "croni es" who obtained the projects involved in their construction.

Therein lies a dil emma which the party has to address. The New Econom ¢



Policy, credited as one of the main acconplishnents of the party's
struggl e, may have created (and subsequently expanded) the pool of m ddle-
cl ass Mal ays and nouveau riche whose wealth is a source of pride for the
Mal ays.

Now, with the party battling noney politics within its ranks, the
weal thy are targets for suspicion, and even the Prinme Mnister at one
poi nt expressed his personal opinion that extrenely weal thy menbers shoul d
not contest for party positions. The party nust therefore draw a cl earer
Iine demarcating the boundari es between the Ml ays, business and wealth.

Wth Umo stung by unfavourable 1999 general election results and hotly
Wi pi ng out corruption, intense scrutiny was accorded to nmenbers with cl ose
Iinks to business.

Granted that business and politics are in reality occasionally inter-
|l i nked, there has, however, to be the distinction between political power
and busi ness i nfl uence.

At the sane tine, even as the del egates thrashed out the notions in this
year's Assenbly, it was pointed out how the Mal ays are still under-
represented in the econony. But as the party president pointed out in his
openi ng speech, with Umo and the Governnent sparing no effort to devel op
Mal ay busi nesses, why is it that the community has yet to reach the 30 per
cent equity ownership target spelt out by the NEP?

Could it be that the Malays, in failing to devel op thensel ves
econom cal ly, have been using Umo as a conveni ent scapegoat to explain
their own shortcom ngs?

Doubt | ess that there are weaknesses in the inplenentation of the NEP
but as much as the Governnent and Umo needs to confront the chall enge of
drawi ng a cl earer di chotony between business and politics, the conmunity
must al so confront its own fl aws.

The critics will | abel such efforts as a desperate attenpt by the party
toinstil fear in order to hold on to power.

But with Dr Mahathir having outlined the blueprint for the Ml ays, fear
of the extinction of the Malay race has now becone the necessary conponent
for its continued survival.
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