17 MAR 2001

FEER S DI STRI BUTI ON DELAY FAULT OF DI STRI BUTORS, PRI NTERS, SAYS
M NI STRY

KULIM WMarch 17 (Bernama) -- Deputy Home M nister Datuk Zai nal Abidin
Zin said today that the delay in the approval for the distribution of two
i ssues of the Far Eastern Econonic Review (FEER) is because the
distributors and printers have failed to abide by conditions set by the
mnistry.

He refuted the allegation that the two i ssues were not yet avail able at
t he news-stands because the FEER was critical of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

"Such an allegation is baseless,” he said when responding to reporters
after opening a sem nar on "National Security in the New M I enniunt
organi sed by the Saga Youth Association here.

Zai nal Abidin said that there was nothing unusual about the foreign
nmedi a underm ni ng Dr Mahat hir.

The delay was the fault of the distributors and printers, he said.

Zai nal Abidin also said that the governnment had no choice but to take
stern action agai nst peopl e spreadi ng runours which could affect the
country's security situation.
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