05 APR 2001
Mahat hir-Fi |l m
FI LM COVWPANI ES SHOULD MERGE TO BOOST CAPI TAL

KUALA LUMPUR, April 5 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
suggested that the filmconpanies in the country nmerge to boost their
capital so that they can produce better quality filns.

"When there are too many (conpanies), there's not enough capital so we
wi || become small conpanies in an industry that requires |large capital,™
the prime mnister said at a question-and-answer session after visiting
Angkasapuri in conjunction with Radio Tel evision Malaysia's (RTM 55th
anni versary.

He said that the United States, with a population of 260 nmillion and a
per capita incone of US$26,000, had very few novie studios |ike
Met r oGol dwynMeyer (M3EM) Uni versal Studio whereas Malaysia, with 22 mllion
popul ati on and US$4, 000 per capita inconme, had 90 fil m conpani es.

He said that in the US, each filmwas produced at a cost of at | east
RMLOO million and he questioned how the | ocal conpanies were to produce an
i nteresting novie with RM300, 000 capital

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the limted local filmmarket, saying that
the local films only concentrated on | ocal screening and the custoners were
limted as Malaysia had only five tel evision stations.

"Each has its problens...and these filns cannot be sold to all the
stations, only one. But many want to produce filns," he said.

It was al so not possible to prohibit the entry of filnms from Hol | ywood
or Bollywood just to nmake the viewers watch the | ocal productions as this
coul d cause dissatisfaction anong the viewers, he said.

As such, the government could not resolve the problemand only those in
the filmindustry could, he said.

Anot her problem he said, was the bickering and aninosity anong the
filmconmpani es and he saw no way of revitalising the industry except
t hr ough nergers.

O herw se, he advised themto | ook for other fields to venture into.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked how Angkasapuri could attract nore visitors
in viewof the dwindling interest resulting fromthe conpetition posed by
Put r aj aya.

He sai d Angkasapuri could emul ate Universal Studios in California by
havi ng shows on filmng techniques |ike a nmechanical shark for the novie
"Jaws".

Many visitors would pay to see such shows, he said.
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