31/ 03/ 2001

Fireworks at Bukit Jali

MPPJ . ...... 7 BJSS.... b5
SPMC . ... ... 1 PKNS.... O
BPSS ....... 3 Forces ... O
Datuk Taha...0 TNB ...... 0

THE 2001 National Junior League started with a bang yesterday as Petaling
Jaya Muni ci pal Council (MPPJ) downed | ast year's top four team Bukit Jali
Sports School 7-5 in a match that could have gone either way.

That match was al so rather grand as despite the snmall nunber of
spectators, it was held at the main pitch of the National Hockey Stadi um

in Bukit Jalil which was reserved for the finals in the previous editions
of the | eague.
Bukit Jalil started as the nore consistent team They failed to convert

a second mnute penalty corner but went one up a mnute | ater Mhanmmad
Anwar Ali beat MPPJ keeper Mohaned Mahat hir Tayin for a field goal.

But the honeside's fortune started to change when a goal keepi ng m st ake
by reserve Ahmad Kami| Mikhtar allowed MPPJ to level with a sinple goal,
courtesy of Al -Aman Mustafar, 11 mnutes |ater.

That left the teamalnost in tatters and MPPJ capitalised on that by

scoring four nore goals before Bukit Jalil broke the bad spell through a
53rd m nute penalty stroke by Mohamed Redza Maadun
MPPJ scored another goal two minutes |ater but Bukit Jalil returned with

two nore to close the gap at 4-6 by the 63rd minute.

The following three minutes saw the teans scoring a goal each with Bukit
Jalil wanting to have the | ast say but poor control and passing saw them
fail to change the outconme as MPPJ won 7-5.

MPPJ coach Rosl an Sali kon was relieved with the score as he admitted
Bukit Jalil could have turned the tables in the |ast few m nutes.

In Mal acca, reigining | eague chanpi ons Tenaga Nasi onal Berhad (TNB) drew
0-0 with Datuk Taha Secondary School .

Bot h si des played a bal anced gane despite struggling to create a goa
for their teams. Datuk Taha were awarded a penalty corner in the 28th
m nute but failed to deliver. TNB also failed to convert when they earned
their only penalty corner in the 58th.

Dat uk Taha got another chance in the 62nd m nute when they earned
anot her penalty corner but this was wasted too.

TODAY - Anderson v O ak (Azl an Shah Hockey Stadi um; Ml acca Mini ci pa
Council v Prai Muinicipal Council (Bukit Jalil Hockey Stadiun); Petaling
Jaya Muni ci pal Council v Pahang Sports Council (PJ Hockey Stadium; TNB v
Bukit Jalil Sports School (KL Hockey Stadiun) - all matches at 5.30pm
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