03/ 07/ 2001

First-timers grab national science quiz prize

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - First-tinme entrant Maktab Rendah Sai ns Mara Langkaw
today won the National Science Quiz 2001

Fifth formers zZulkifli Ibrahim Mhd Khairul Fazly Ahmad and Amir Ariff
Mohamed Hasan clinched the Prime Mnister's Challenge Trophy, plus a trip
to witness the Nobel Prize cerenpony in Stockholm Sweden, and a tour of
research facilities in Copenhagen, Dennark

The team al so won RM2, 000 for their school

Mohd Khai rul was nanmed Best Perforner. The victory was made all the nore
sweeter for the youngsters when they received their awards fromPri ne
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad hi nsel f during the Silver Jubil ee
cel ebrations of the Science, Technol ogy and Environnent Mnistry at the
Putra Worl d Trade Centre

The final round of the conpetition was held this norning at the PWC.

The win was unexpected for the trio who had thought that the experience
woul d nerely be "testing the water".

"We didn't even think of winning," said Mhd Khairul

The trio in fact did not realise that the grand prize - the visit to
St ockhol m- was up for grabs until they reached round two of the
conpetition which included conpeting agai nst ot her northern region
school s.

Round one conprised the state-level conpetition

Round three, in turn, was today's finals and saw chanpi ons fromthe
Nort hern, Southern, Central and Eastern regions battling their wits to
answer a total of 62 oral questions in 90 minutes.

Crowd favourite Sekolah Seri Puteri, Kuala Lunpur was placed second,
whi | e Sekol ah Menengah Bantuan St Joseph in Kuchi ng, Sarawak and Sekol ah
Menengah Sai ns Raja Tun Azl an Shah in Tai pi ng, Perak were second runner-up
and third runner-up respectively.

The conpetition was organi sed by the Sci ence, Technol ogy and Envir onnent
M nistry and the Acadeny of Sciences Ml aysia while Novozymes Ml aysi a Sdn
Bhd sponsored the trip to Sweden and Denmar k.
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