10/ 04/ 2001

Fl exi bl e travel regul ations

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad sai d the Government will
continue to accommpdate requests to ease travel regulations to attract
nmore tourists to Mal aysi a.

He said it had al ways been responsive and sensitive to problens faced by
tourists pertaining to the matter pronpting steps to be taken to overcone
it fromtinme to tine.

Commenting on conplaints relating to stringent visa regul ations, he said
he was aware of the matter.

"I'f you do have a problem please informus so that we will take care of
it," he said, adding there were tinmes when staff on the ground did not
report the matter

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a Press conference after opening the 50th
Paci fic Asia Travel Association annual conference at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

Citing an exanple, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia used to all ow Chi nese
tourists to travel in groups only but nowit had rel axed conditions on
t hem

"Now the Chinese are nore affluent, they want to travel on their own.
Now i ndi vidual s can conme. That's the response to the conplaints we
recei ved," he said.

He said Mal aysia had no intention of making it difficult for tourists to
visit the country.

On tourist arrivals for this year, Dr Mahathir said an average of one
mllion tourists were recorded each in the first two nonths of this year.

He said if the figure remains, there would be 12 million tourists which
woul d be very good. Last year, he said, the country recorded 10.2 million
tourists.

According to him tourist arrivals would not be affected by the economc
slowdown in the United States as not many Anericans come here.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia woul d i nstead encourage regi onal tourism as
there was huge potential in the region, citing the 200 per cent growth in
t he nunber of Indian and Chinese tourists to Mal aysia | ast year.

"It's a very huge market. India has one billion people and China 1.3
billion," he added.

To a question froma foreign journalist on cultural and religious
sensitivities which may affect tourist arrivals, the Prinme Mnister said
it only affected a small group of people with extrene views.

"But by and | arge, Ml aysians have been very tol erant. W have been
living in a multicultural society for a long tinme," he added.

Meanwhi | e, he said, passenger arrivals at the Kuala Lunpur Internationa
Airport in Sepang had shown an increase despite the nove by four foreign
airlines to stop its flights there.

Replying to a question, he said, the increase in passenger arrivals was
due to other international airlines increasing their flights into KLIA He
said the Goverment was willing to neet them

( END)



	Flexible travel regulations (NST 10/04/2001)

