30/ 04/ 2001
Fl ood woes: Joint efforts needed

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KLANG Sun. - Sel angor must work with Kuala Lunpur on renedi al neasures
and flood nmitigation projects to put an end to fl ood woes affecting them
Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mohd Khir Toyo said today.

"The Federal Territory and Sel angor cannot be separated as the drai nage
system | inks both. They nust jointly undertake renmedi al neasures,
ot herwi se the problemof flooding will never end,"” he said.

He fully agreed with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
his deputy Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahmad Badaw that poor devel oprment pl anni ng
and i nefficient nmaintenance caused the fl ooding in Kuala Lunpur and
certain parts of Sel angor.

Dr Mohd Khir said it was tinme the relevant mnistries and departnents
seriously | ooked into this.

"It's better to take preventive neasures than to wait for sonething
serious to happen before acting," he told reporters after opening the
Kapar Umo divi sion nmeeting here.

Fl ash floods hit Kuala Lunpur and several areas in Selangor after a
heavy downpour on Thursday, claimng two |lives, destroying properties and
| eavi ng t housands of peopl e stranded.

Fearing that the intermttent heavy rain mght continue till end of the
year, Dr Mohd Khir proposed that the Federal Governnment set up a specia
commttee to study flood problens in the Federal Territory and Sel angor.

He said relevant authorities in the State had already been directed to
conduct indepth studies in areas prone to flooding, and on the causes and
reconmendati ons to overcone the probl ens.

"There nay be a need to allocate a substantial sumof noney to undertake

remedi al measures. | think it's better we spend the nboney now rather than
spend a much bigger sum| ater when the situation gets out of control," he
added.

For a start, to prevent flooding during heavy downpour, the State
Governnent plans to build retention ponds to regulate the flow of water
into the Klang River.

This is one of the proactive neasures to hel p prevent backfl ow of water
which is the main cause of fl ooding.

"Plans are al so being made to convert ex-mning pools in Puchong and
Gonbak into retention ponds besides being recreational sites,” Dr Mhd
Khir said.

The retention ponds will be serviced and mai ntai ned by devel opers.

Dr Mohd Khir also attributed the flooding to the irresponsible attitude
of Mal aysi ans who throw rubbi sh into drains and rivers.

"If people do not change their attitude, then the problemof flooding
will continue. Wien the drains are clogged with rubbish, the water gets
stagnant and this causes the overflow "

He said squatters who |ive al ong nonsoon drains and rivers al so
contributed to the fl ood probl em because of their unhygi enic ways of
dunpi ng rubbi sh either near the drains and rivers or into them

"The Governnent wants to solve the flood probl embut the people should
al so co-operate by placing their rubbish in garbage bags and bins instead
of throwing it into drains and rivers," he added.
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