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Flurry of festivities

Habsah Marj uni

ITis less than two nonths until the dawn of the new year. Yet, the ever
tireless Culture, Arts and TourismMnistry is busy maki ng sure al
preparations for five nore major events for this year will be ready as
schedul ed.

This nonth, the Mnistry will organise two events - the Deepavali Open
House and Ramadan Bazaar - while the Megasal e Carnival, Hari Raya Open
House and Chri stmas Open House are slated for next nonth.

Nov 14 has been earnmarked for the Deepavali celebration at Laman Bidara
of |stana Budaya, Kual a Lunpur, where Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad is schedul ed to grace the occasion.

"Judgi ng by the good turnout for the |ast Hari Raya Open House where
bet ween 40, 000 and 50, 000 peopl e cane, we hope to get a really good crowd
for this event," says Mnistry Secretary-Ceneral Tengku Datuk Al audin
Tengku Abdul Majid at a nedia briefing after chairing a neeting with
representatives of State Governnents.

To signify that Deepavali is indeed the festival of |ights, Tengku
Al audin said there will also be a special event on the evening prior to
the Hindu festival

There will be activities like lighting of oil |anps, making "kolani (a
type of graphical design drawn using coloured rice) and cul tural
performances at the National Art Gallery as well as the |Istana Budaya
vicinity.

Four days after Deepavali, Ramadan Bazaar will be | aunched am dst ponp
and festivities at Jalan Masjid India, Kuala Lunpur.

Tengku Al audi n says Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahrmad
Badawi is scheduled to | aunch the nonth-l1ong activity at 4pmafter
officiating a world record-breaki ng porridge cooki ng session at Jal an
Tuanku Abdul Rahnman.

"W hope to set a new record by having 1,422 peopl e cook various types
of porridge. The nunber coincides with the year 1422 in the Muslim
cal endar, " he says.

The organi sation of both events, explains Tengku Alaudin, is a
continuation of the Mnistry's effort to attract nore tourists by
hi ghlighting the cultural diversity of the Ml aysian people.

The prem se of "ethnic festivals = national festivals" is also the basis
for the planning of the 2002 and 2003 cal endars of events.

Further nore, all itens in the cal endar have been agreed upon by State
representatives during a Tourism Devel opment National Conmittee neeting on
Aug 21 in Pulau Ti oman

There are ei ght categories of progranmes included in the cal endars.

The first is Ml aysian festivals where six main festivals of ethnic
groups in Ml aysia have been turned into national as well as tourism
festivals. They are Hari Raya Puasa, Chinese New Year, Deepavali,

Chri stmas, Tadau Kaamatan and Gawai Dayak.

The second is the Mal aysi an Megasal e Carnival held thrice a year -

Mar ch, August and Decenber - with the aimof pronoting Mal aysia as a
shoppi ng haven.

Next, the Water Festival Month is also included in the cal endar. For a
whol e nont h each year, holiday packages will enphasi se water-based
activities and tourist attractions.

The fourth main itemin the cal endars is the nonth-1ong Col ours of



Mal aysia festivities. True to its tagline of Malaysia Truly Asia, a whole
month will be dedicated to showcasi ng the uni que and col ourful culture of
various ethnic groups in Ml aysia.

The Ml aysi an passion for culinary delights has becone the fifth
category of tourismproduct. |Indeed, the Food and Fruits Fiesta is a not-
to- be-m ssed event that introduces Ml aysian culinary wonders and exotic
fruits to visitors.

Unl i ke nost countries, Malaysia takes its i ndependence seriously. Thus
Nati onal Day is celebrated not just for a day but for a whole nonth. This
cel ebration has al so becone an integral part of the tourismcal endar.

The seventh main itemin the cal endar of events is the Internationa
Arts Month. This event ainms to turn Malaysia into a venue for other
countries to showase their colourful culture and performng arts.

Last but not least, the eighth category is the Ranadan Bazaar where al
econom ¢ activities conducted during the Muslimfasting nonth are packaged
to instill nore understanding about tol erance anong the conmunities in
this country.

Interestingly, the Mnistry is issuing the cal endars early. Tengku
Al audin explains this is necessary to ensure all the relevant quarters
will be able to prepare thensel ves.

"First of all, event nmanagers will be able to plan and inplenent al
activities according to the schedul ed programmes," he says.

Then, holiday packages based on the programmes can al so be prepared
earlier thus maki ng the packagi ng, pronotion and marketing of all the
programres nore organi sed and effective.

Tengku Al audin adds that all these efforts will result in naking the
pronoti on and marketing expenditure nore cost effective as well as hel ping
donmestic and international tourists plan their holidays in Ml aysia
better.
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