14/ 07/ 2001
Focus on network security, says PM

Dalila Abu Bakar

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
urged Asean Tel econmuni cati ons M nisters to give greater attention to two
i mportant issues concerning network security - the rising incidence of
cyber-crimes and the increasing use of the Internet for m sinformation.

He said it was inperative that adequate neasures be taken to fornulate a
conmpr ehensi ve and fool - proof regulatory and | egi sl ative franmework,
particularly for the conduct of e-commerce activities.

In this regard, he suggested that the Tel ecommuni cati ons M nisters
establish an Asean Network Security Co-ordi nating Centre which can serve
as the focal point for managenent of information and network security
i ssues.

Dr Mahathir said the centre can play an inportant role in assessing the
e-security readi ness of Asean nmenber countries and facilitate training and
exchange programmes for network security enforcenent.

Wil e nany countries have attenpted to address the issues through
| egi slative and regul atory neasures, these have |largely been ineffective
due to the global character of the Internet, he said in his keynote
address at the official openingof the first Asean Tel ecomuni cati ons
M ni sters neeting today.

H s speech was delivered by Energy, Comrunications and Multimedi a
M ni st er Dat uk Amar Leo Mbggi e.

"Those responsi bl e for dissemnm nating offensive informati on on the Net
cannot be prosecuted in a particular country, if the website is hosted
outside its border

"I would therefore urge the Asean Tel ecommuni cations Mnisters' forumto
not only deliberate on this issue fromthe perspective of the region, but
al so to devel op a consensus in addressing the problemat the internationa
fora," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the misuse of the Internet for propagating and
di ssem nating informati on detrinmental to both national and soci et al
interests are on the rise.

The nunber of websites dedicated to "hate information" and pornography
i s al so nushroom ng and becoming nore easily accessible, especially to the
younger generation, he said.

"Whil e Governments, nultinational corporations and other interested
institutions are doing everything possible to junp-start and push their k-
econony plans forward, there are al so nany peopl e, organi sed or otherw se
who are trying to do everything possible to disrupt and thwart these
efforts," he said.

He al so urged the Mnisters to give particular attention to sone key
areas of concern in the context of transform ng Asean into a know edge-
based econony.

Firstly, he said the Mnisters should | ook into the issue of
accessibility as there was an urgent need to narrow the digital divide
anong the Asean countries by ensuring that there was a nore equitable
di stribution of communications and i nformation infrastructure.

There was al so a need to further enhance inter-connectivity and inter-
operability anong Asean countries by pronoting and establishing conmon
regi onal standards and information i nfrastructure.

In this regard, he said, it would be good if there were intra-Asean
i nvestnents by the telcos of the region.



According to Dr Mahathir, another critical issue was the need to devel op
skills and expertise that can pronote and enhance the use of information
and comuni cations technology (1 CT) as there was significant opportunity
for Asean countries to co-operate and collaborate in this area through the
establ i shment of regional centres of excellence in the field of ICT as
wel | as expandi ng the opportunities for tel e-educati on and di stance
| earni ng using satellites.

He said the third area of focus should be on devel oping | ocal and
regi onal content for the Asean region. "Wth common cul tural |inkages,
devel opi ng a conmon regi onal content should not be insurnountable - in
fact, it can contribute greatly towards maki ng Asean a regi ona
information hub,"” he said.

The final area of concern was the need for ensuring a well-co-ordinated
network security system which is especially critical in ensuring adequate
checks and bal ances on i ssues concerni ng security, he said.



	Focus on network security, says PM (NST 14/07/2001)

