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Fong: 86,275 in search of right kind of work

| POH, Sun. - The nunber of jobs that have been taken up is still small
conmpared wi th the nunber of vacancies available nationwide in the first
ni ne nonths of this year.

Human Resources M nister Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn said of the 95,315 jobs
avail able, only 14,066 vacanci es have been filled fromJanuary to

Sept enber .
He said al though the number of job seekers registered with the Manpower
Depart ment was 86, 275, these people were still not able to find jobs that

suited their qualifications.

He said this was because the | arge number of workers who had been
retrenched were fromthe el ectronics sector, while vacancies were nostly
in the plantati on and nanufacturing, including food, textile, chenm cal and
ti mber sectors.

He however said recent statistics fromthe Manpower Departnent reveal ed
that the situation in the el ectronics sector was stabilising, especially
since there had been new orders in the sub-sector for comunication and
security equi pnent.

Speaking to reporters after opening the Perak Job Fair 2001 at the |poh
Par ade shoppi ng conpl ex, Fong said the unenpl oyed shoul d not be unduly
worried as the mnistry had recently introduced two schenes, costing RW67
mllion, for retrenched workers hit by the econom c sl owdown.

"Under the schenes, retraining programes will be held for the
retrenched workers so that they can be placed in other jobs," he said.

The two schenes, reported earlier this nmonth, were part of the RW. 3
billion stimlus package announced by Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad to cushion the inpact of an imm nent gl obal econom c
sl owdown.

Fong said fornms for the retraining programme woul d be nade available to
the public in two weeks, either published in najor newspapers or posted on
the mnistry's website at jtr.gov. ny.

According to the ministry's statistics fromJanuary until |ast nonth,
29, 837 workers had been retrenched i nvol ving 974 conpani es nati onw de.

The nunber of workers retrenched this year had i ncreased by 63.14 per
cent fromthe 18, 289 workers | ast year during the same period.

Fong said ot her avenues avail able for the unenpl oyed were the job fairs
organi sed by the Manpower Departnent, such as the one-day Perak Job Fair
2001, that were being held nationw de.

The Perak Job Fair is the third one being held, the first two were in
Johor and Penang respectively.

Fong said response to the job fairs had been overwhel m ng and today at
the | poh Parade sone 5,000 job seekers had registered at the various
boot hs.
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