11/ 05/ 2001
Fong confident study will end MIUC EPF rift

Hami sah Hami d

HUVAN Resour ces M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn i s confident that the

Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress' (MIUC) dispute with the Enpl oyees

Provi dent Fund (EPF) will be resolved once the study on the annuity schene
and i ncapacitation/death benefit is finalised.

He said the MIUC shoul d accept the outcone of the study as the union
woul d be fully consulted and their views taken i nto consideration during
t he study.

"This study shoul d be conpleted within three months' tine.

"l hope the MTUC wi Il give cooperation to the two study teans so that
they can explainit to their menbers later," Fong told a news conference
on the sidelines of the Asean Labour M nisters Meeting (ALMV in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.

The MTUC on Wednesday decided to call off the picket planned for
tonorrow fol |l owi ng an assurance given by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t o consi der sone of its demands on EPF, incl uding
suspendi ng the annuity schene, restoring the death and i ncapacitation
benefit to RM30, 000 and ensuring the runni ng of the pension fund wi t hout
creating doubts

The deci sion to defer the picket for three nonths was unani nously taken
by nmore than 180 MIUC General Council menbers who attended an energency
meeting, pronpted by Dr Mahathir's I etter to MIUC presi dent Senat or Zai na
Ranpak.

The 500, 000-strong MIUC had pl anned to picket at EPF of fi ces nati onw de
on May 12, which is also the day set for a Labour Day rally in Bukit
Jalil.

Asked whet her t he Government was under pressure to conduct the study by
t he uni on' s demands, Fong said: "No. The agreenment to undertake t he study
was made nuch earlier as the EPF had al so encountered sone difficulties in
the inplementation of the annuity scheme, such as problens with the agents
or the insurance conpanies.”

That i s why, he said, the EPF decided to appoint a consultant to study
the schene so as to i nprove the whol e process.

He sai d the Governnment does not take sides and that it has al ways been
responsive to the needs of the people and the workers.

"We are concerned if there are strong grievances fromthe workers," he
added.

Earlier, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi sai d he
was gl ad that MIUC had cal |l ed off its nati onwi de picket.

"l believe they have been convi nced over neasures which can be taken by
the Governnent to assist in resolving the various issues,”" he told a news
conference after opening the ALMMin the norning

Asked whet her there woul d be any changes nade to the EPF | ater, Abdull ah
sai d, "Whatever the i ssue, we (the Governnment) have gi ven the assurance to
look intoit."

( END)
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