24/ 06/ 2001

"Reshuf fl e unnecessary for appoi nt nent

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad said the appoi ntnment of a
Fi nance M ni ster may not necessarily involve a Cabinet reshuffle as he can
sel ect a candidate who is not a Mnister.

Agreeing that the post was a key portfolio, he said, "I can appoint
anybody.

"It does not necessarily have to be a Mnister."

Dr Mahathir was responding to a question on whether the appointnent of a
new Fi nance M nister woul d | ead to changes in the government. Asked again
on the departure of fornmer Finance M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin, he said it
was not the first time Daimhad | eft the government. He said his
expl anati on about Dai mhad been sinple and there was nothing nmysterious
about it (his resignation), nor was there a quarrel between them
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