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For nation's continued progress

Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad

BEFORE | table the Third Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP3) for 2001-2010,
would |ike to draw the attention of the House to Malaysia's record of
devel opnent since i ndependence. As a nulti-racial, multi-religious and
econom cal |y divided nation, Ml aysia was a nation | east expected to
remai n peaceful and to devel op

There were dire predictions that racial conflicts would be a permanent
feature and the Mal ays who nmade up the majority woul d seize power and rob
the other communities. In the event we have proven our detractors totally
wWr ong.

For this remarkabl e achi evenent the whol e nati on nust thank the greatest
Mal aysi an | eader of all, the |ate Honourabl e Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra Al -
Haj. It was he who devised the special inter-racial co-operation which
today is being copied not only in this country but al so nmany ot her
devel opi ng countries with ethnic divides.

Wthout losing their racial identities, the various ethnic politica
parties were able to ride under the banner of an Alliance which functions
nmore like a single party than a coalition of parties.

This is the formul a which brought about stability and economic
devel opnent in Malaysia. If Malaysia is to continue to be peaceful and to
growrapidly, it is inportant that the protagonists of this unique system
of racial co-operation should stay in power. Synthetic copies are nost
unlikely to achieve the sane results.

Unfortunately the original practitioners of racial co-operation are now
faced with the politics of hatred, religious deviationism racismand
street violence. It is difficult to understand why people in a peaceful
rapi dly devel opi ng Mal aysia should want to inmitate the ways of countries
whi ch have not been able to stay peaceful and to devel op.

But the fact is that some in Mal aysia are not happy that the country is
peaceful and the econony is doing well. They hanker after turnoil and
vi ol ence, injury and death even. They are forever |ooking for issues and
incidents to exploit. Wile they propound denocracy, they are not prepared
to accept the decision of the majority. They are not prepared to wait for
general elections but wish to grab power illegitimtely.

Recently a fight broke out between a few Mal ays and a few I ndi ans.
| mredi ately certain people tried to influence feelings anong both
communities in order to break the peace that Ml aysia enjoys. It is well-
known that certain individuals wish to see the Ml aysi an Government fal
t hrough street violence. They had intinmated this to their foreign
synpat hi sers. But this Governnent will not hesitate to enforce Ml aysi an
laws even if we will be condemmed by the foreign nedia and certain foreign
quarters.

Mal aysia's well-being is the responsibility of the Ml aysi an people and
their el ected Governnent. W have shown that when Mal aysian interests are
at stake, we are ready to break fromthe so-called international norm W
know t hat our critics and detractors are no angels and when it suits them
they will ignore comobn decency even. And so if the peace and stability of
this country is threatened, having foreign friends to back their illega
acts will not save themfromthe full force of Ml aysian laws. This
CGovernnent will act and act decisively to protect this country from
foreign mani pul ations and their proxies in this country.

As | pointed out, Ml aysia has devel oped rapidly since i ndependence.



Thi s has been achi eved despite continuous opposition and harassnment by the
opposition every step along the way. Every project to inprove the living
standard of the people has been condemed, opposed and obstruct ed.

Thus when the CGovernnent devel oped the Muda Irrigation Schene (Mada) for
padi doubl e-croppi ng, the Opposition condemmed it as inpractical, the | and
is not allowed to lie fallow, the padi farnmers would have to work
t hroughout the year. Today the very peopl e who opposed Mada not only enjoy
the extra i ncone they get but would get angry if they cannot do double
croppi ng.

It is the same with all the other policies and projects. If their
opposition is acceded to there woul d be no Penang Bri dge, no North-South
Expressway and ot her expressways, no Subang Airport and KLIA no Proton,
no DEB (New Econom ¢ Policy), no Ml ays in business, and certainly none in
the corporate sector or the professions. In fact bereft of all these,

Mal aysia woul d be a Third Wirld basket case, begging for aid and being
forced to obey foreign powers and international agencies. W can see the
ki nd of country we woul d be by | ooking around us.

Fortunately the Alliance and the Bari san Nasi onal Governnent were given
overwhel m ng support by the people and we were able to ward of f opposition
fromthe opposition parties and devel op the country and enrich the peopl e.

The OPP3 outlines the policies and direction of Ml aysia' s devel opnent
in the next 10 years. The National Vision Policy will be opposed by the
Qpposi tion because all the Opposition knows is to oppose. They have never
come up with any constructive ideas to help the country devel op.

The Bari san Nasi onal Ml aysi an Governnent will not be deterred by the
negative attitude of the Opposition. We will definitely carry out the
Nati onal Vision Policy with all the means in our power for the good of
Mal aysi a and all Ml aysi ans.

It is with this awareness that the Qpposition will rai se basel ess
criticisns during the debate on the Third Qutline Perspective Plan and the
Nati onal Vision Policy and will deliberately prevent Ml aysia's
devel oprent that | will present the OPP3, to take the country further
towards Vi sion 2020, a Malaysia that is fully devel oped and at par with
ot her devel oped countri es.

| beg to nove the follow ng notion

"That this House,

* recogni sing the significant progress made in the soci o-economc
devel opnent of the nation during the last 10 years under the Second
Qutline Perspective Plan 1991-2000 and the Nati onal Devel opnent Policy;

* acknow edgi ng and endorsing the continuous efforts of the CGovernnent
in inplementing policies, strategies and progranmes in order to achieve
the objectives of the Second Qutline Perspective Plan through the Nationa
Devel opnent Policy, that is to attain bal anced devel opnent in order to
establish a nore united and equitable society;

* approves and endorses the Third Qutline Perspective Plan, 2001-2010
and the National Vision Policy, which seek to provide respectively the
devel opnent objectives of the nation and the policies that will be
followed in this decade, as set out in Command Paper No. 11 of 2001;

* that in approving the Third Qutline Perspective Plan and the Nationa
Vision Policy, all segnents of Ml aysian society are required to
relentlessly strive for greater success in the face of increasing donestic
and gl obal chal |l enges ahead, and stand united in our efforts to build a
resilient and conpetitive nation."

Wth your permission, |, therefore, table the Third Qutline Perspective
Pl an (OPP3) (2001-2010) and the National Vision Policy for deliberation by
honour abl e nenbers of this House.

The OPP3 docunent before us is of special significance for succeeding



generations and for us. It is tabled at the begi nning of the 21st century
and contains policies and programmes that will be inplenented in the first
decade of the century. Having attained remarkabl e success since the

| aunchi ng of the New Economi c Policy (NEP) and the National Devel opnent
Policy (NDP), we should forge ahead with deternination to attain the

obj ectives so that the rakyat who have placed their faith in this
Governnent will not be di sappoi nt ed.

In Mal aysia, we take planning for national devel opment very seriously.
For us, plans are inportant to set out the course for the nation to take
inits devel opment. The seriousness with which we undertake devel opnent
pl anning in Malaysia is best denonstrated by the efforts that are nade in
the preparati on of OPP3.

In the formul ati on of OPP3, we established the Second National Econom c
Consul tative Council (Mapen I1), which was conposed of 154 nenbers
representing various sections of the Ml aysian society. Their ability to
deliver the final report on tinme enabl ed the Governnent to consider the
vi ews expressed before formulating the plan. Although it was not possible
to accept all the recommendati ons, the Governnment in full earnestness and
sincerity had considered all the proposals carefully.
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