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For the | ove of her children
Vasant hi Ramachandr an

| LISTENED to his speech on television and | read it in the newspapers.
was able to identify with the humane elenents init.

As a not her who | oves her children, |I felt the concern, the anxiety and
t he desperation in the speech. | understand that feeling. It is not about
power, position or prestige - it is about |ove and responsibility.

For the nation that he built!

I amtal king about Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mbhamad' s
speech at | ast week's Umo Ceneral Assenbly. Dr Mahat hir spoke like a
father who cares for his children

When you talk fromthe depths of your heart, you do not hesitate to take
a stand.

The deepest and nost | asting | eadership cones fromthe inside. No
cosnetic touch up. No saying what people want to hear. It is authentic. It
is real

And Dr Mahathir defined reality!

It is tough being a | eader. People just do not becone | eaders overnight.
It is years of hard work, sacrifices, discipline, deternination and
pr esever ance.

And to be a | eader while sustaining this energy for nore than two
decades is | egendary.

My husband and | head a snall family of three children. W try to nould
them shape their future and set a vision for them

There are tinmes when the children protest because of what "everyone el se
has" or when they want nore freedom because "all the other parents all ow
it".

It hurts sonetinmes when the children question our nmotives in refusing to
yield to their pressures. As parents, we take a stand based on what we
believe is right, because we | ove our children

How difficult it nmust be to be the head of a country of about 20 million
of different ethnicity, culture, religion and backgrounds.

How tough it nmust be for a |leader to keep the country in stability when
he al so has to set the econony back on track.

The only safe ship in a stormis one with a strong captain. He has to
make quick decisions. If the leader is weak, it will reflect poorly on the
country.

The strength of a | eader is nmeasured by his convictions, anbitions and
vision. Dr Mahathir has shown a remarkable ability of being forward-
| ooki ng.

He has built a 21st Century Ml aysia that matches up to the standards of

devel oped countries, especially Kuala Lunpur. | agree that Kuala Lunpur is
not Ml aysi a but such devel opnent is spreading and spilling throughout
Mal aysi a.

Once Dr Mahathir was clear about his vision for the future, he set
strategies for getting there, to make that change. In keeping up with
times, he has warned, "W missed the industrial revolution entirely.

Now we are faced with the technol ogical revolution. If we mss it, |
don't think we will ever recover this tine.

Even under the worst anticipated downturns, we have done well. Inports
have picked up, along with consuner denmand and wi th export figures
remai ning strong, the econony is still grow ng.

The PMis also a chanpion of Third World issues on human rights and



monetary reforns. He has been forthright with his views of devel opi ng
nati ons and has canpai gned for a nore equitable, hunmane and just worl d.

He has al so transfornmed the country to one of the nost dynani c economi es
in Asia.

Goi ng agai nst conventional w sdom and apprehensions in the financial
crisis at the turn of the century, he introduced currency controls,
defying the | M- route and western nonetary policies.

Wil e other | eaders offered little hope, this man nmade a difference.

Once again, he showed that he is a statesman who stood upright in spite
of all the pressures.

I have followed the Prinme Mnister's hectic schedul e several tines and
get exhausted just watching him

The worse thing is, at the end of the day, is the scrutiny and criticism
| evel l ed at himby those who have not done anything towards the
devel opnent of the country, but have enjoyed the benefits of his
devel oprent pol i ci es.

| wite this as a nother who tries hard to ensure that her children's
dreans are fulfilled

| may nmake a few mistakes in the process but in the |larger sense,
whatever | do, is in the best of intentions. Because, no nother woul d want
to see the downfall of her children. So shall we thank the Prime Mnister?
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