02 NOV 2001

FOREI GN M NI STERS | NDULG NG I N HOMOSEXUAL ACTS IN M SI A TO BE ARRESTED

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 2 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said the governnent will arrest any foreign ministers involved in
honbsexual or unnatural sexual activities while in Mlaysia as such acts
are against the law of this country.

He said that as guests of this country, they nmust respect Ml aysi an
I aw.

"Here, (if) they do it, they will be arrested as such activities are

unl awful ... (foreign | eaders who) conme to this country nust obey our | aws,
and (simlarly if) we go there, we obey the British law,” he told reporters
t oday.

He said this when asked on his interview w th the London BBC Radio 4
programe yesterday where, anong ot her things, he warned honosexual nale
British mnisters that Ml aysia would "throw themout” if they cone to this
country with their male conpanion.

The prime mnister said he woul d accept any legal action if he was
arrested while abroad for violating the |aws of that country.

Al t hough honpsexual activities were a "private matter", if the foreign
mnisters intended to bring their male conpanions to attend the country's
official function, then it would no | onger be considered as a private
matter because it would be a public function, he said after chairing the
Umo Suprene Council neeting here.
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