17/ 04/ 2001

Fornmer rector: Dr Mahathir is real and true father of |1 UM

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The first rector of the International Islamc
Uni versity Malaysia said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad was
the "real and true father” of the university.

Tan Sri Professor Dr Muhanmad M Abdul Rauf, 83, said if not for Dr
Mahat hir, the Il UM woul d not have been establi shed.

"l am happy he is being given the honour to open the university after
its establishment in May 1983 at the Petaling Jaya canpus.”

Muhanmad, who arrived fromthe United States with his wife Puan Sri
But hayna Abdul Rauf to attend the opening of the Il UM Gonbak canpus by Dr
Mahat hir tonorrow, said he was happy with the university's status.

He attributed the success of the IIUMto the hard work put in by its
present rector Professor Dr M Kamal Hassan and his team of deputy rectors
and staff.

"The IlUMis what it is today because of the support given by its
founder Dr Mahathir and his Governnent," he told the New Straits Ti nes at
the Legend Hotel .

He said it had been Dr Mahathir's dreamfor a very long tine to
establish an international Islamc university in Malaysia with the nmedi um
of instruction being English so that its doors could be opened to students
fromall over the world, both Muslins and non-Musli s.

Muhamad, an |slamc scholar from Egypt, canme to Mal aysia to establish
the country's first Islamic college in Klang on Feb 2, 1955 and stayed on
for nine years and four nonths before | eaving for his honel and.

He was persuaded to return when Dr Mahat hir announced the setting up of
the 11UM and directed then Educati on M nister Datuk Dr Amar Sul ai man Daud
(now Tan Sri) to ook for a reputable academ cian cum scholar to head it.

"I was overjoyed at the thought of com ng back to the country and people
I love.

"I came back and took up the post of the rector. I had a wonderful team
who hel ped nme t hroughout ny tenure.

"The IlUMis always close to ny heart and mnd," said the father of four
chil dren and grandf at her of 12.

Sul ai man Daud, contacted in London, said he was happy Dr Mahathir is
openi ng the Gonbak canpus tonorrow as it is a dreamcone true for the man
who founded it.

"It is an honour bestowed on him especially w th himhaving concei ved
the idea,"” he added.

He said it took Dr Mahathir a | ot of thinking and courage to set up the
[TUMwi th the medi umof instruction being English.
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