29/ 12/ 2001
Fornmer editor will be asked to nane sources

V. Ramanan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Police will call The Sun forner editor Andy Ng to
reveal his sources if he still stands by the controversial story on a plot
to assassinate the Prinme Mnister and his deputy.

Federal Criminal Investigations Departnent deputy director | Datuk Misa
Hassan said Ng who resigned yesterday over the controversial story nust
substantiate the story with strong evi dence

"Let himstand by his story. We will investigate and call himto show
proof," he said when asked to conment on a front page story in The Ml ay
Mai | today.

It quoted Ng as saying that he stood by his tabloid' s Christmas Day
story about an alleged plot by sonme local politicians to assassinate Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badaw .

Ng told The Malay Mail that all the regular checks had been nmade in
pursui ng the controversial story.

He said they had it weeks before publication and even verified the facts
with a deputy minister and deputy Press secretary.

Meanwhi | e, Musa said nore editors and reporters from The Sun may be
qui zzed to facilitate investigations into the matter.

Police officers, if any, who provided false information to journalists
from The Sun woul d al so be questi oned.

Since the article quoted police sources, the probe could be extended to
i nclude police officers.

"However, the investigations are still prelimnary. But we expect to
conplete it within the next 14 days," he said when asked if nore staff
fromthe English tabl oid had been quizzed by the police.

He added that the nmedia woul d be inforned about the findings of the
i nvestigation.

The Federal Police started their investigation on Wednesday when t hey
i nterviewed chief news editor Robert Ho, reporter R Manirajan and
phot ogr apher Anita Ml Nasir.

Yet erday, Manirajan, the witer of the page one story had his statenents
recorded for the second tine.

Asked if the trio and other editors and reporters would be intervi ewed,
Musa said the three and other staff of the newspaper would be call ed when
required.

On Christmas Day, The Sun carried a front page report which alleged that
the police had uncovered a plot to assassi nate Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and
Abdul | ah.

The report, anong other things, said a group of local politicians had
hired a hitman to carry out the "job" in a month or two, and that the
police were taking pre-enptive nmeasures.

In the days followi ng the report, the tabloid s managi ng editor Chong
Cheng Hai was suspended while editor Andy Ng and editor-in-chief H ng Hung
Yong resi gned.

Ho, Manirajan and Anita have been suspended indefinitely.
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