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French defence industry expects to clinch deals soon

FRENCH compani es specialising in maritime and aerospace defence equi pnent
are hoping to clinch soon four or five deals which are pending with
Mal aysi a.

The transacti ons, which include those for a submarine, helicopters and
artillery, formpart of sone 30 on-goi ng negoti ati ons between the French
and ot her governments around the gl obe.

"W are hoping to conclude shortly the submarine deal which has been on-
going for the past 10 years with the Ml aysi an Government," Li eutenant
General Philippe Roger, the French Mnistry of Defence General Directorate
for Armanment's director of International Relations told a Press conference
yest er day.

Qutlining the French Governnent's three-pronged approach to bilatera
relations in the field of defence, Roger said these were carried out via
policy, operational and equi pnent |evels.

"Qur assessment of bilateral relationships with Asean states and in
particul ar Malaysia, is very good. W think we have now built the
necessary |l egal frameworks, allow ng us to execute the strong co-operation
directives that we receive fromboth sides."

French M nister of Defence Alain Richard said Roger would lead a
del egation fromhis country to Linma '01 this week, after which he is due
to meet with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad i n Kual a
Lunpur.

The French defence industry recorded a turnover of 15 billion euros
(RVMB3 billion) |ast year, of which export sales figures nade up half the
total.

"The npst inmportant contracts are signed with Singapore and we are al so
eyeing India as big narket," Roger said.

When asked to indicate the spending patterns of Asian governments on
def ence hardware equi pnent, Roger said this hinged on the econonic
climate.
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