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From hunbl e begi nnings to top post in Governnent

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n was born on April 29, 1938, in
Seberang Perak, Al or Star.

After conpleting his secondary education at St Xavier's Institution,
Penang, Dai mentered the teaching profession until he left for Lincoln's
Inn in London to study |aw in 1957.

Upon graduating as a barrister-at-lawin 1959, he returned hone to join
the Legal and Judicial Service in Johor and Perak before joining a private
| egal practice, Allen & Aedhill, in 1965. He later left to be a partner
in his own firm Dai m& Gamani

After six years in the legal fraternity he went into the property
i ndustry as a housi ng devel oper of projects which included Taman Mal uri
and Taman Bukit Ml uri in Kuala Lunpur.

He pursued his post-graduate studies in urban planning and devel opnent
at the University of Berkeley, California in 1977,

In 1979 Dai mfounded Syari kat Peremba Bhd. He was appoi nted as chairnan
of Rakyat First Merchant Bankers, as well as a director in the U ban
Devel opnent Authority.

He was appoi nted Senator in 1980, but resigned in 1982 to contest in the
general election in Kuala Muda, Kedah, and in 1986, was el ected t he Menber
of Parlianent for Merbok, a seat he has hel d since

Dai m was appoi nted Finance Mnister in 1984, where he was instrunental
in steering Mal aysia out of a recession in the 80s. He held the post for
seven years before stepping down in 1991.

In April 1993 Dai mwas appoi nted as the Econom c Adviser to the
Gover nment .

On June 24, 1998 Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad once
again call ed Dai mback to the Cabi net, appointing himas the Speci al
Functions Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent.

He was reappoi nted as Finance Mnister in January 1999 and was made the
executive director of the National Econom c Action Counci l

He is also the chairman of the Langkawi Devel opment Authority.

A successful corporate figure, Dai mhas been chairman of severa
compani es including SistemTel evision Mal aysia Sdn Bhd (TV3).

The previous Finance Mnisters were Tun Hau-Shai k Lee (1957-1959), Tun
Tan Siew Sin (1959-1969 and 1970-1974), Tun Abdul Razak Hussein (1969-
1970), Tun Hussein Onn (1974-1976), Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (1976-1984),
Dat uk Seri Anwar |brahim (1991-1998) and Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
(1998-1999).
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