03/ 09/ 2001
Fugi tive threatens anti-KL denp

Abdul Razak Ahmad in Jogjakarta, Java

ONE of the five nmen wanted by Mal aysian police over their involvenent in
the Kunpulan MIlitan Mal aysi a said yesterday he woul d organi se a
denmonstration outside the Ml aysi an enbassy in Jakarta soon.

Abdus Sarmad Abud @ Abu Bakar Ba' asyir, |eader of the Mjelis Mijahidin
I ndonesia (MM ) said the denonstration was to protest the arrest and to
call for the release of his friend Muhammuad I gbal Abu Jibril, who he said
was i nnocent .

Muhammad | gbal was anong t hose detai ned under the Internal Security Act
for his alleged involvenment in the KMM and the attenpted Sout hern Bank
robbery in Petaling Jaya on May 18.

Abu Bakar said in an interview he fully supported the KWM for pursuing
"I'slami c goal s" in Ml aysia, although he was not a nenber of the novenent.

He said he suspected the arrest of certain individuals by the Ml aysi an
authorities to be politically notivated to discredit pro-Islamc groups in
Mal aysi a.

Abu Bakar said that the KMM posed no threat to the Governnent.

He admitted he knew Ni k Adli N k Abdul Aziz and Muhamad | gbal

Al so present during the interview was Mihammad | gbal ' s el der brother
Irfan Suryahardi Awwas, a senior |eader of the MM.

I rfan acknow edged that his brother was involved in the on-going
regional conflict in Arbon between Muslinms and Christians but said he was
not involved in crimnal activities in Mlaysia.

Irfan said the MM had subnitted a |l etter addressed to Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad stating | gbal's innocence.

The letter was delivered to the Ml aysi an enbassy in Jakarta.

Asked on the gun-running racket reportedly uncovered by the Ml aysi an
police in its on-going investigations into the KMM Abu Bakar said he was
not aware of any such activities.

"However, if those arnms are being snuggled for use in the Arbon conflict
then | think it is nbst appropriate in order to retaliate against the
Christians. "

Abu Bakar said he was willing to nmeet with Mal aysian police officials to
give a statenent, but only if they cane to Indonesia.

He said he obtai ned a Mal aysi an permanent resident status two years
after he travelled to Malaysia in 1985.

He sought refuge in Ml aysia as Jakarta was cracking down on Islamc
groups in the country at the tine.
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