19/ 04/ 2001

FU Wto hand PM nenbp on acts agai nst Pal estinian universities

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Federation of the Universities of the Islamc
Wrld will hand a nemorandumto Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad tonorrow, regarding the savage aggression and crim nal acts being
commi tted agai nst universities in Pal estine.

FU Wsecretary-general Dr Abdulaziz O hman Altwaijri said they
vehenently condemm the outrageous aggression perpetrated by the Israel
occupyi ng forces agai nst the Pal estinian people and against its
educational, cultural and scientific institutions, its econonic and soci al
structures and its national identity as a whole.

He added t he aggressi ons perpetrated by the Israeli occupying forces
agai nst the Pal estinian universities constitute a blatant violation of
international |law and i nternational conventions and agreenents.

"I'n my capacity as secretary-general of FU Wand director-general of
| sl am ¢ Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation, | express the
solidarity of the Federation and | SESCO with the Pal estini an people, the
uni versities and all educational, cultural and scientific institutions in
Pal estine."

He said the 96 participants fromthe MuslimWrld at the second Genera
Conference had al so expressed their solidarity with their Pal estinian
bret hren who were expecting the support and backing of all Muslins.

Asked whet her Pal estinian universities were nenbers of FU W Abdul azi z
said there were four, but only two attended the conference as the other
two were not allowed to | eave the country by the Israeli forces.

As for the Conference, he said, it went on snoothly with many of the
items such as the new charter, rules and regul ations, statutes, financia
regul ati ons and internal procedures for Executive Council and CGenera
Conference, tabled for the first tinme, being passed.

He said the General Conference also agreed to admitting 12 new
universities to the Executive Council as menbers with three others - Al -

I mam Mohamed | bn Saud |slanmic University, Saudi Arabia; Islamc Azad
Uni versity, Iran and An-Naj ah National University, Palestine - being
retai ned.

The new executive council nenber universities are Jani a Nal eemi ah, Sri
Lanka; Mbgadi shu University, Somalia; |mam Aouzai Col |l ege of Islamc
St udi es, Lebanon; Hadhramout University of Science and Technol ogy, Yenen;
Uni versity of Kuwait, Kuwait; Assiut University, Egypt; University of Sid
Mohamed Ben Abdal | ah, Morocco; Shendi University, Sudan; State Institute
of Islam ¢ Studies, |Indonesia; University of Brunei Darussal am Brunei;
Mehran University of Engi neering and Technol ogy, Pakistan and Universiti
Putra Ml aysi a.

Abdul azi z said the next Executive Council neeting woul d be held in Dec
2003 at University of Sharjah in Saudi Arabia.

"I take this opportunity to thank Dr Mahathir and the Governnment of
Mal aysi a for hosting the Executive Council neeting and General Conference.

"W al so thank themfor their warmhospitality and tremendous support in
maki ng the event a success," he said.

IlTUMrector Professor Dr M Kamal Hassan, who chaired the CGenera
Conference, said the first two days of the general conference went on
snoothly and nost of the itens tabled were passed.

He said the new nenbers to the Executive Council were selected on three
criteria nanmely based on geographi cal representation, diligence in paying



of yearly fees and priority to seniority.

One of the observers to the General Conference, Abdalla M Ali who is
the Associ ate professor Dean of English Programes (English division) in
the Islam c Amrerican University, said he gained a | ot of know edge just by
bei ng an observer and has applied that his university be nade a nmenber of
t he Federati on.

He said his one-year-old private university, which was funded by Muslim
American Society and mainly offers correspondence courses on Islamc
studi es, was seriously keen on educating Muslins - young and old - on the
teachings of Islam as many have little know edge of the religion.

There are sonme eight mllion Muslins living in the United States.

( END)
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