02/ 06/ 2001
G 15 "graduates' fromtalk shop to action station

ful Azhar Abdul I ah in Jakarta

EMERA NG fromthe summt of the Group of Fifteen on Thursday, the | eaders
shoul d be able to provide an answer to the question: "Have they succeeded
inturning the summt fromone which was rhetorical into somnething
practical ?"

The sceptics have always | abelled the sunmit as a nere tal king forum
and the absence of 12 heads of state or governnent substantiates the
claim

To make matters worse, the sumit was tinmed during a nost difficult
political situation in |Indonesia.

When the G 15 del egates arrived at the Jakarta Hilton International |ast
week, nmany wondered whether the summit woul d be convened in place under a
civil emergency.

Just a few hundred netres fromthe Jakarta Convention Centre, the venue,
t housands of supporters of President Abdurrrahman Wahi d canped near the
conmpound of Indonesia's House of Representatives (DPR) which had pl anned a
pl enary session to deci de whether it should propose that the People's
Consul tative Assenbly (MPR) hold a special session to consider ousting the
enmbattl ed I ndonesi an Presi dent.

The situation then indicated that enmergency was i nm nent.

I ndonesi an police threw a security ring around the hotel to ensure the
safety of del egates.

But the summit ended on Thursday with a nmeasure of success.

Anong the 19 menber countries, Ml aysia nust have been the nost
satisified. Over the years, it has fought for a level playing field in an
i ncreasingly globalised world and has warned of the adverse consequences
of globalisation for devel opi ng economi es.

At the 11th sunmit, the voice of concern was no |l onger confined to
Mal aysia. It came fromLatin Anerica, Africa and other parts of Asia.

"W have to unite, there are no other options," said Venezuel an
Presi dent Hugo Chavez at the conclusion of the summt.

"The devel oped world is dominated by the G 8 countries who have, over
the entire spread of two centuries, seen thensel ves as owners of other
peopl e’ s I ands and countries, masters over other people and subjugators of
ot her peoples' cultures and civilisations.

"For as long as this has |asted, the devel oped world has been to ready
toregard all this a natural or divine order," said Zi nbabwean President
Robert Mugabe in a scathing critique.

Al these remarks, according to Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hanid
Al bar, inply an acceptance of Malaysia's initiatives.

"What people |like about our |eader is when we conme up with an idea which
people think very wild... when the Prine Mnister tal ked about
gl obal i sation, sone people feel it was a bit off.

"But now everybody, whether devel oped or devel opi ng world, tal ks about
the dark side of globalisation and ways to address these issues... it is
good for Malaysia to be daring enough to propogate somnethi ng which we see
coul d happen," said Syed Hami d

Speaki ng on behal f of Asia in the inaugural session Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad cal | ed on devel opi ng nations to speak with one voice to
urge devel oped countries to provide informati on and comuni cati on
technol ogy at nore affordable prices as well as support infostructure
devel opnent and fi nanci ng.



"Acting individually, we have linmted capacity in w thstanding the
mount i ng chal | enges confronting us.

"Acting collectively and in concert with each other, we can nake a stand
and even contribute to shaping a future in which the concerns and
i nterests of devel oping countries are taken into account,” he said.

At the end of the summt, the | eaders echoed his call.

Abdurrahman al so joined Dr Mahathir to call on the G 15 governnents to
speak with one voice

As a result, the sumrit agreed to review the effectiveness of past
policies to make it practical.

As for Malaysia, its crusade to reformthe international financial
architecture was boosted by the acceptance of its proposal to set up a
panel of experts to study the possibility of reform ng the internationa
financial architecture

The proposal was included in the summit's joint comuni que i ssued by the
| eaders.

"We enphasise that the reformof the IFAis |ong overdue and top
priority should be given to nmeasures by both the public and private
sectors to prevent future crises.

"More neani ngful and equitabl e partici pation, co-operation and
consul tati on between devel opi ng and devel oped countries are required in
the reformof the international financial systemto ensure that the
interests of all devel oping countries are saf eguarded.

"Whil e we wel cone the advances made by national authorities in
i mpl ementing refornms to strengthen their economc and financial systens as
the best defence against future crises, we are concerned by the |ack of
progress in reforns in the systemto address the risks and chal | enges of
highly volatile capital flows."

The G 15 also called for highly I everaged institutions to be nonitored
and regul ated to safeguard countries fromthe destablising effects of
their activities.

"While calling on the International Financial Institutions (IFIs) to
provide realistic and flexible policy alternatives for all forns of
energency financing, they shoul d acknow edge the rights of all countries
to i nplenment prudential mnmeasures ainmed at ensuring financial stability.

"The reform should therefore include a review and conpl ete over haul of
the rules of IFls and regul atory agencies to ensure that their policies
respond effectively and tinely to the needs and specific circunstances of
affected countries.

"Their provision of financial support should not result in shifting the
burden from one group of devel oping countries to another," stressed the
| eaders in the comuni que

But Dr Mahathir refused to acknow edge the success as a Ml aysi an
success, in that the Government's wi sh to see such reformis now nearer to
reality.

This year's sunmit was nore focused than previous ones. It ran on the
t here of bridging the gap in information technol ogy between the devel oped
and devel opi ng countri es.

The summt took note of the challenges faced by devel opi ng countries to
pronote | CT.

They include the billions of people who still |ive untouched by the
digital revolution

I n devel opi ng countries where approximately 84 per cent of the world's
popul ati on lives, the ownership rati o of personal conputers per 100
i nhabitants is 2.3 for nediumincone countries, and only 0.1 for | ow
i ncome countri es.

Furthernore, devel oped countries today have 321 internet service



provi ders per 10,000 people conpared to just six | SPs per 10,000 people in
devel opi ng countri es.

Whilst inthe United States roughly one in three persons uses the
Internet, in South Asia it is only one in 10, 000.

The result is that only five per cent of the world' s popul ation can
claimconnectivity and the vast mgjority of these are fromthe devel oped
countri es.

Therefore, the G 15 nenber countries nmade a denmand for international co-
operation to bridge the digital divide in devel opi ng countries.

Unl ess there was a conmon vision, they said, the know edge revol ution
coul d increase econom c inequalities anong and betwen peoples, countries
and regions of the world.

"We call upon the international comunity to bear these aspects in mnd
in dealing with ICT issues".

In the Iight of the chall enges and opportunities presented by the
digital era, it agreed to set up a G 15 Task Force on ICT to work out the
nmodal ities of a framework of co-operation on |ICT, including the proposa
to establish a G 15 online resource centre.

OQoviously, unlike at other G 15 sumits, the Jakarta sumit was nore
f ocused.

Dr Mahathir's remark at his Press conference at the conclusion aptly
summari sed the 11th summt. "The Group of Fifteen has energed as a strong
organi sation that is able to nmake presentati ons and protest" agai nst
deci si ons of the devel oped countries that affect the devel opi ng nati ons.

"The interest anmpong devel opi ng countries has grown and nore want to join
in because they feel it is a grouping that is able to air the grievances
of the devel oping countri es.

"At the nonent, there is no way we can voi ce our views on decisions nade
by the G7 or G 8 which affect devel opi ng countries adversely.

"We have no way to give our views and therefore, G 15 has becone a
strong organi sation that nakes it possible for us to make our
presentation, protest or express different views on matters |like Wrld
Trade Organi sation,” he said.



	G-15 `graduates' from talk shop to action station (NST 02/06/2001)

