31/ 05/ 2001

Gaffe mars G 15 opening, officials deny | ack of co-ordination

A GAFFE at the opening session of the 11th G 15 Sumrmit yesterday triggered
fresh specul ati on of a worseni ng working rel ati onshi p between | ndonesi an
Presi dent Abdurrahman Wahi d and his Vice-Presi dent Megawati Sukarnoputri.

The enbarrassing i nci dent took place in the presence of G 15 heads of
state and government at the Jakarta Convention Centre.

After delivering a brief speech to wel cone the | eaders and del egat es,
Abdurrahman, speaking in his capacity as the Chairman of the Goup of G
15, told delegates that his statenent at the session would be read by
Megawat i .

Subsequently, the nmaster of cerenopny invited Megawati to the rostrum but
t he I ndonesi an Vi ce-President remained in her seat.

A senior official rushed to ask the master of cerenony to clear the
confusion and instead invited President Robert Migabe of Zi nbabwe to
deliver a statenent on behal f of Africa.

The confusi on was good enough to create a comotion on the floor,
especi al |l y anong | ndonesi an journalists.

In an attenpt to nake up for the slip-up, |Indonesian Foreign M nister
Al wi Shi hab spoke to I ndonesian journalists to explain the situation and
the transcription of the interviewwas distributed to the Press.

Alwi said Abdurrahman had thought that a | ater cl osed-door session which
Megawati was schedul ed to address had been incorporated in the opening
sessi on.

He deni ed there was no co-ordi nati on between the two | eaders.

"The President could be confused, thinking that the two sessions have
been put together. W are not God, sonetines we get confused,” said Alw.

But many del egates felt that Indonesia' s inage has suffered at the
Summi t.

Whi | e Abdurrahman was openi ng the session, the House of Representatives
(DPR) was neeting a few hundred netres away i n Senayan, Central Jakarta
to call for a People's Consultative Assenbly (MPR) special session to
i mpeach himon the grounds that he failed to heed two noti ons of censure
agai nst him

The proceedings were televised live by nost tel evision stations in
I ndonesi a.

At the Press centre, attention was diverted fromthe G 15 Sunmit as
journalists and del egates foll owed the DPR s proceedi ngs on tel evision.

Unli ke at previous international forums hosted by Indonesia, a delegate
said the Summt had becone | ow key and | acked grandeur, reflecting the
econom ¢ and political crisis gripping |ndonesia.

Security was tight and journalists were asked to use the back entrance
to enter the convention centre.

Due to security concerns, the organi sers decided not to schedule a
customary tour of the city.

The retreat of the heads of state and governnent was al so held at a
ball roomat Jakarta Hilton Hotel, where the | eaders and del egates are
st ayi ng.

After Migabe's statenent, Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias, the President of
Venezuel a, spoke on behal f of Latin Anerica and the Cari bbean countri es.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad spoke on behal f of Asia

The Sunmmit is attended by all 19 nmenber countri es.

The | eaders are scheduled to issue a joint conmuni que and Jakarta



Decl aration today which will focus on informati on and comuni cati on
technol ogy, multilateral trade and the World Trade Organi sati on.
( END)
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