13/ 11/ 2001
Gain know edge in all fields, says PM

Carol yn Hong

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad today asked religi ous
teachers to teach their pupils that Islamobliges Miuslinms to gain

know edge in all fields, in order to strengthen the society and country.

Speaking in a dialogue with 2,000 religious teachers from nosques
nationwi de, the Prinme Mnister told themthat they nust inpart the
under standi ng that while Mislinms should not ignore religion, they should
al so not ignore other fields.

"I't's inportant for you to tell themthat they nust have all kinds of
know edge: science and technol ogy, information technol ogy and ot hers."

He said Islamrequired Muslins to defend the faith and devel op the
community, but they would not be able to do so if they did not have the
requi site know edge.

He said if Muslins failed in these obligations to society (fardhu
ki fayah), then they were also conmitting a sin although they may have
fulfilled other religious obligations |like saying their prayers.

Dr Mahathir said it was sad to see that parents, who are engi neers,
sending all their children for religious studies, as they wanted to "nake
up for their error" in studying engineering.

He said society needed religious teachers and experts, but not everybody
had to enter this field.

He added that he was al so ashaned to see Muslins conmtting sins |ike
killing their parents or raping their children, because their religious
know edge was confined to politics of hatred.

He told the teachers that their role was very inportant because good
val ues and true understanding instilled in children would remain with them
for life.

"Islamis special. It's not just about worship but it's a way of life,"
he sai d.

The Prime M nister also urged Muslins to be progressive so that people
woul d not | ook down on them He said they should realise that it was not
their fate to suffer oppression or humliation, for they had once lived in
peace in the golden era of |slam

He said the problemwas caused by people's misinterpretation of religion
and their petty quarrels.

He al so said the world had one billion Mislins but they were weak,
al t hough sone Muslimcountries |ike Saudi Arabia was rich. He added t hat
Mal aysi a was not that weak but still had to devel op further.

Speaking to reporters later, he said there were nmany al |l egati ons agai nst
religious teachers for deviationist teachings, but the Governnent could
not act w thout concrete proof.

He sai d people made all kinds of clains but when they were asked to
furnish proof, they could not.

He added t hat he had been neeting nany different groups of religious
teachers and schol ars because of m sunderstandi ngs about religion and
Gover nnent policies.

"Sonetinmes, we have to repeat ourselves."

He al so said the religious teachers had asked for an increase in their
al l onance and the Governnment would consider it, "although when | say that,
they always think that | have approved it".

Asked about a newsreport on the all eged misappropriation of RVAO nillion
of the devel opnent funds for the hardcore poor, he said he was stil



waiting for the full report.
He did not want to comment on the claimthat half the noney had been
used for the 1999 el ecti on canpai gn i n Kel ant an.



	Gain knowledge in all fields, says PM (NST 13/11/2001)

