03/ 11/ 2001
Ganes contingent earn PMs adm ration

Cheah Chor Soo

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | ast ni ght expressed
heartfelt congratulation to the Ml aysi an Sea Ganes conti ngent who defied
odds to energe overall chanpions in the biennal neet.

"At first, | was pessimstic with our potential in sports ... | was not
confident when | spoke to our athletes prior to the conpetition at
Putr aj aya.

"I only expected our athletes to bring hone sone nedals as a synbolic
gesture of our participation.

"But as tinme went on, our performance i nproved and so did our neda
tally. | then braved myself to watch events staged around Kual a Lunpur
such as athletics, equestrian, bowing and | awn bow i ng.

"I thought ny presence woul d have brought bad onen to our teans, but
alas, this time, we won," he said at a dinner to comenorate the
achi everrent of the Ml aysian contingent at the 21st Sea Ganes in
Sept enber.

Al so present were Sports M nister Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein and
A ynpi ¢ Council of Ml aysia president Tunku | nran Tuanku Ja' af ar.

A total "“payout' of RMr75,500 - the biggest since the 1998 Conmonweal th
Ganes - was nade to 185 athletes as well as their coaches and associ ations
under the National Sports Council cash incentive schene.

In ajest, Dr Mahathir al so expressed his fascination with the Japanese
who despite their small built, were able to participate in "big size"
sport such as suno.

"This higlights the possibility of breeding tall Ml aysians to conpete
with the African and European athl etes.

"However, the secret of wi nning gold nedals is practice and practice,
and to keep oneself in perfect form" added Dr Mahathir

Mal aysi a energed the overall chanpion in the nine-day neet with 111
gold, 75 silver and 85 bronze medals - the biggest win for the country
since the introduction of the Sea Ganes in 1959.
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