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GANl PATAIL IS NEW ATTORNEY- GENERAL

By: Abdul Miin Mjid

PUTRAJAYA, Nov 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Abdul Gani Patail, head of the
prosecution division of the Attorney-General's Chanbers, has been appointed
Mal aysi @' s new Attorney-Ceneral .

He succeeded Datuk Seri A num Mohd Saaid who has resigned for health
reasons and whose resignati on was accepted by the governnment today,
Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Seri Dr Rais Yatimsaid.

" The appointnment takes effect on Jan 1 but Abdul Gani will assune the
duties of the Attorney-General once A num goes on | eave soon,"” he told a
news conference at his office here.

"The Prime Mnister (Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad) has agreed to
Datuk Gani Patail taking over the duties of Attorney-CGeneral from A num"”
Dr Rais said.

He sai d because of Ainunmis health problens, the governnent today agreed
to accept her resignation.

Ai num made hi story when she becane the first wonan to be appointed the
country's Attorney-Ceneral on Jan 1 this year.

In Septenber, she went on nedical |eave for a |ong-standing thyroid
probl em

Ainumtold reporters |ast week that her health was still not good but
she was trying to manage the situation and woul d have to see if it
deteri orat ed.

Dr Rais said today Al num had submtted her letter of resignation to the
government, citing health reasons that prevented her from continui ng her
heavy responsibilities as A-G

The A-Gis the country's Public Prosecutor who al so has the sole
di scretion whether to prosecute someone and what charge to prefer.

The mnister said Alnumfirst indicated her intention of resigning a
few nmont hs ago.

Gani , 46, who hails from Sabah, is a | aw graduate of the University of
Mal aya.

He has been head of prosecution since 1994 and has al so served as head
of the Advisory and International D vision and Law Revi si on Conm ssi oner.

VWhen contacted by Bernama, Gani declined comrents on his appointnent,
saying he would only do so tonorrow.
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The mnister said Alnumfirst indicated her intention of resigning a
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VWen contacted by Bernama, Gani declined commrents on his appointnent,
saying he would only do so tonorrow.

Dr Rais expressed confidence that Gani woul d be able to discharge his
duties as the new A-G effectively and efficiently, and that he woul d al ways
uphol d the rule of |aw

He said the governnent would also like to express its gratitude to
Ainum for her "sterling services" as A-G for the past year and believed
that her vast experience in the legal field would be needed fromtinme to
time.

The m nister said Dr Mahathir had agreed to the arrangenent surroundi ng
t he succession and that the government would continue with the current
format of |egal service and adm nistration.

On whet her Gani had been inforned of the appointnent, Dr Rais said this
was a routine administrative matter which would be followed up by the Chief
Secretary to the Governnment Tan Sri Sansudi n Gsman.

"I have met him (Gani) and Datuk Seri Ainumalso nmet ne this norning to
deliver the envel ope containing the resignation letter. The letter was
handed over to the KSN (Sansudin) today itself," he said.

He said Al numwould need a few days to clear up a few things before
goi ng on | eave.

"I did request that she facilitates a handi ng-over note to Datuk Gani
so that the rest of the staff, at |least the top-notch staff at the A-G
Chanbers, would be in the position to carry out business as usual and take
part in all the matters which are before the courts and those
adm nistrative and legal requirenments that are awaiting," he said.

Asked about Ainumis thyroid condition, Dr Rais said that was the known
probl em but he would not go into the details about her health as it was a
sensitive and personal matter.

"That is the general nature of her illness and she has been suffering
fromit for sone nmonths now. | would say for the last three or four nonths,
her illness has been rather noticeable and I amsure it has been hard on
her," he said.

Asked whet her Ai numwas "pressured” to resign, Dr Rais said: "I am not
succunmbi ng to such speculations. But I amtelling you now the specul ations
are baseless. | interact with her every week. So | think I amqualified to
say that | know of the circunstances nore."

He al so said that as the new A-G Gani woul d do the necessary
"realignment” of the departnent.

"He will suggest to the governnent the various changes to be carried
out, if need be. For the rest of the top notches there, |I think tine wll
tell where and when they will go, if they go, to the |levels that have been
slotted for them" he said.

On the position of Solicitor-CGeneral Datuk Heliliah Mhaned Yusof, the
second nost senior person in the A-G Chanbers, he said: "She's not retiring
yet, so let's not go into that. She's still there and Datuk Heliliah is
doing the job. W will not specul ate.”

Asked about a suggestion by the DAP that appointing a mnister as A-G
woul d nmean nore accountability to Parliament, Dr Rais said it would not
make much difference.

"Because the A-Gis firstly the |legal adviser to the governnent, and he
or she is also the chief prosecutor of the |and. \Watever he or she does,



t he governnment has to be infornmed and the m nister concerned coul d al ways
speak up in Parlianent,” he added.
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