08/ 03/ 2001
Gateway project calls for newrail link with S pore

Kamar ul Yunus
A NEWrail link will be constructed to replace the existing one on the
Johor - Si ngapore Causeway as part of the Southern International Gateway
(SIG project.

It is, however, not imediately known whether the newrail link will be
inthe formof a separate bridge or an undersea tunnel

The SIG masterplan calls for the denolition of the Causeway and its
replacement with a futuristic bridge, but both the Ml aysi an and Si ngapore
Governnents had agreed for an undersea tunnel to replace the Causeway.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and Si ngapore Prem er Goh
Chok Tong had first discussed the undersea tunnel possibility in Hano
| ast Novenber. The issue was further discussed by the two governnents
during Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badawi 's officia
visit to the republic |ast nonth.

During Abdul l ah's visit, Singapore had agreed in principle to the
construction of an undersea tunnel while Ml aysia requested tinme to study
the details of the project, which was part of the package to resolve
out st andi ng i ssues between Ml aysi a and Si ngapore.

Details of the SIG are posted on the Shout! Johor Bahru website. The
project ainms to put Johor Baru in the sane | eague as ot her fanous
waterfront cities such as Sydney and San Franci sco.

The SI G nmasterplan says that together with the new futuristic bridge,
there would be I and reclamation on the Johor side to facilitate the
construction of a new Custons, |Inmigration and Quarantine (ClQ conplex
and the traffic dispersal roads |leading to and fromthe new Cl Q conpl ex.

The new bridge will be stretching a kilonmetre across the strait with
three-quarters of it in the Malaysian waters. It will have a navigationa
cl earance of between 9m and 25m

The bridge will be |l arge enough to support a dual five-Iane vehicul ar
traffic, a notorcycle | ane and pedestri an wal kway.

The Cl Q conmpl ex, on the other hand, will be an integrated structure
spread over 29.5ha of reclained | and extendi ng sone 300mfromthe
shoreline. The sinuous bridge would be joined to this two-storey buil di ng
| ocated at the site of the present Tanjung Puteri Custons Conpl ex for
lorries, on the eastern side of the present Causeway.

The SI G al so said the futuristic and hi gh-technol ogy Cl Q conpl ex woul d
cater to lorries on the ground floor, with Iight vehicles using the upper
deck. The Cl Q conplex will have 56 heavy-vehicle immgration counters, 50
light-vehicle immgration counters, 28 notor-cycle inmgration counters,
48 customs counters and a 350-bay car park for staff.

When conpl eted, the project would divert all traffic fromthe city
centre where the present customs conplex is, to the newy devel oped
i nnerring road, which would be upgraded to becone a multi-tiered
expressway together with the devel opnent.

Ext ensi ve | andscapi ng woul d be done al ong Jal an Bukit Mel drum Jal an
Sel at Tebrau, and all other connecting roads, with newtraffic
i nt erchanges on Jal an I brahimSultan and the inner-ring road.

The strait's navigability would al so be reinstated with the construction
of the new bridge and the denolition of the Causeway.

According to SIG the Johor Governnment approved the devel opnent project
i n Novenber 2000 and work on the project was to start early this year.

However, work on the new bridge would not start until the Singapore



Gover nnent approved the project.

The project is privatized and will be devel oped by Gerbang Perdana
consortium which is given a 33-year concession by the Federal Government
to design, finance, build, operate and transfer the entire project.

CGerbang Perdana is 60 per cent owned by Merong Mahawangsa Sdn Bhd, a
whol | y- owned subsidiary of |bex Corp Anal gamated; 20 per cent owned by
Di versified Resources Bhd; and 20 per cent owned by Transwater Corp Bhd's
Deti k Nagasari Sdn Bhd.

The entire project is expected to cost between RML.5 billion to RV
billion over a five-year period starting 2001. It involves 0.6480 sq km of
| and.
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