04 FEB 2001
Mal ay- Menor andum
GATHERI NG FORMS COMM TTEE TO PROTECT MALAY | NTERESTS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 4 (Bernama) -- The Malay Solidarity Gathering which
was attended by about 4,000 people today unani nously agreed to forma Task
Force to draw up a nmenorandumto protect Ml ay rights.

The task force, headed by forner Deputy Prinme M nister Tun Ghafar Baba,
has been given up to June to prepare the nenmorandumtitled "The Mal ay
Interests” which would then be presented to the governnment for further
action.

Twent y-one ot hers who have been proposed to sit in the task force
i ncl ude veteran Malay politicians, academ ci ans and prof essionals.

They include fornmer Deputy Prinme Mnister Tan Sri Miusa Hitam Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah, Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie, Datuk Harun Idris, Tan Sri Sanusi
Junid, Tan Ahmad Sarji Abdul Ham d, Royal Professor Ungku Aziz, Tan Sri
Arshad Ayub, Tan Sri Awang Had Sal | eh.

The others are Tan Sri Zaki Tun Azmi, Tan Sri Dr Nordin Sopi ee, Datuk
Suhai m Kamaruddi n, Prof Datuk Dr Mahnud Zudi, Datuk Nakhaie Haji Ahmad,
Tan Sri A nuddin Wahid, Tan Sri Harun Hashim Prof Datuk Dr Raml ah Adam
Dat uk Maznah Jalil, Datuk Nordin Salleh, Khatijah Ahnad and Dat uk Hassan
Ahmad.

The gat hering, which was originally scheduled to be held in the open at
the Sultan Sulaiman Club field in Kanmpung Baru, was held at Merdeka Hall,
Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC), here on the advice of the police to avoid
any untoward incidents.

Earlier, several opposition parties urged police not to issue a permt
for the gathering on grounds that it could inflanme racial sentinents.

PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor had described the gathering as racist.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said yesterday there were
groups planning to disrupt the gathering if it was held at the Sultan
Sul ai man Cd ub and as such police did not allow the gathering to be held
there.

He said he had no objection to the gathering being held but stressed
that Umo had no part in its organisation.

"We don't allow Umo people to take part, but there are still Umo
peopl e participating, we can't do anything about it," he said.

Chai rman of the gathering Datuk I brahimAli, when presenting the
resolution on the formati on of the task force, said anong the issues that
nmust be highlighted included the interests of governnent enpl oyees,
techni cal staff, teachers, nenbers of the armed forces and poli ce.

O her Malay groups are farmers, fishernen, settlers of |and schenes and
Mal ay traders.

| brahi mal so stressed the inportance of focussing on education in the
menor andum i ncl udi ng schol arshi ps for Ml ay students as a special privel ege
whi ch shoul d be nai ntai ned.

The gat hering which went peacefully was filled with speeches by several
Mal ay | eaders and were interspersed with shouts of "H dup Melayu!" (Long
Li ve the Mal ays).

The gat hering which was scheduled to start at 2 p.m was del ayed. It
was conducted informally, w thout protocol and with everyone attendi ng,
including the leaders, sitting cross-legged on the dias and floor in the
hal I .

Among the | eaders who addressed the crowd were Ghafar, Harun, Suhai m
(a former Umo Youth head), Deputy Information M nister Datuk Khalid Yunus



and Deputy Health M nister Datuk Dr Sul ai ran Mohaned.

Al so present were forner Foreign Mnister Tan Sri Ghazali Shafie and
Mel aka Umo veteran Tan Sri Aziz Tapa.

Ghaf ar and Harun, who entered the hall at 3.15 p.m and 3.20 p.m
respectively, were given | aud appl ause by the crowd. Harun, who had j ust
recovered froma stroke, had to use a wheel chair.

The | ast speaker, CGhafar, was seen in tears and controlling his enotion
when he began his speech.

He urged the Malays to unite to continue the Mal ay supremacy.

Ghaf ar wanted the Malays not only to continue to be in power but also
to continue to enjoy a good life in all fields in their own country.

"There's no point in being united if we continue to beg in our own
country...we want a standard of living that can conpete with the other
races," he said.

CGhaf ar al so stressed that the gathering today did not nean that the
Mal ays wanted to wage war with the other races but nerely to express their
concern about the future of the race.

"We are gathered here not for the purpose of going to war. The
non- Mal ays should not worry. We (Malays) only want to inprove our
situation," he said.

In his speech, Awang Had proposed that a Malay Education Trust Council
be established to plan and activate Malay efforts in education.

Ceneral ly, the gathering called on the government |eadership to |listen
to the grouses and suggestions from grassroots besi des addressing the
problemof the credibility of Malay |eadership.
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