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Gat hering of top acadeni c brains

Anni e Freeda Cruez

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Malaysia will host the Federation of the Universities
of the Islamic Wrld (FUW's Sixth Executive Council neeting and Second
General Conference for the first time.

FU Wsecretary-general Dr Abdulaziz Ohman Altwaijri said Malaysia's
hosting of the two events fromApril 15 to 19 was a testinony that a
devel opi ng nation could growin prosperity while retaining its
i ndependence and cul tural identity.

"The key to Mal aysia's success has been its insistence upon providing
educational opportunities to its people," he said in his foreword for the
programre book to be handed out to nore than 150 chancel l ors, presidents
and rectors of universities who will attend the neeting and conference.

The two big events are being organi sed by International |slanic
Uni versity Mal aysia to mark the grand opening of its Gonbak campus on
April 17 by its founder, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

|1 UM Rector Professor M Kanal Hassan said the conference would help
universities in the Muslimworld to foster closer relations and to work
together towards attaining the unity of the Miusli mworld.

"Co-operation anong universities is of utnpst inportance nade necessary,
anong ot hers, by the triunphant march of gl obalisation.

"G ven the existing noral and cultural |inkages, co-operation between
Musl i s shoul d pose no probl ens. ™"

He said FUWs role would sinply be to act as an instrunent to
facilitate co-operation anong universities, and to help the Musli mworld
benefit fromthe experience and experinents of each other.

The first general conference of the FU Wwas held in Rabat, Mbrocco,
fromFeb 24 to 26.

The two-day executive council meeting to be held fromApril 15 at the
Legend Hotel will be attended by the Jerash university president in
Jordan, Riau university rector (Indonesia), |Islamc Azad University
president (lran), |Imam Mihd Ben Saud |slanm c University director (Saud
Arabia), Anta Diop University Dakar rector (Senegal), International
Uni versity of Africa director (Sudan), Tishreen University president
(Syria), Conakry university rector (Guinea), An-Najah National University
president (Palestine), IlUMrector (Ml aysia) and Mohaned V University
rector (Morocco).

FU W's objectives are to:

* enhance the | evel of scientific research in all fields;

* upgrade and devel op hi gher education to neet the requirenments of
Islami c countries;

* facilitate the exchange of information and studi es anong universities;

* exchange study progranmes;

* exchange visits of lecturers, researchers and students between
uni versities;

* create opportunities for staff of nenber universities to participate
i n academ c conferences and convene joint synposia and traini ng sessions;

* encourage the teaching of the Arabic | anguage and its dissem nation in
the Islam c countries whose official |anguage is other than Arabic; and,

* counter the cultural and intellectual invasion faced by the Miuslim
Umah t hrough caring for, preserving and dissemnating the Islamc
heritage and highlighting its position and inpact, in addition to sheddi ng
light on the contribution of Mislimscholars to the devel opnent of the



human civilisation.



	Gathering of top academic brains (NST 10/04/2001)

